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PREFACE. 



The foUowing work was written from a deep sense of 
duty. The author was almost daily assailed, during the 
revival which called it forth, in a personal and exceed- 
ingly abusive manner. He was denounced as an enemy 
to God, and was repeatedly charged with preaching a 
doctrine which he knew- to be false. His ministering 
brethren, and all liberal Christians, were assailed in the 
same spirit; and their opposition to the revival was 
called opposition to God. They were repeatedly de- 
nounced as infidels, and 'doomed to hell. They were 
addressed as though strangers to religion, and interro- 
gated with regard to the number of their prayers, and 
called upon, in the most peremptory manner, to give up 
their views. 

This violent and persevering opposition was endured, 
till endurance became a sin. The author, therefore, 
speaks in self-defence ; and, so far as he speaks for oth- 
ers, it is for their defencav- He is a friend of revivals, 
but not of modem revivals. He believes in thQuv€b\^\^K.^ 
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of the Spirit, but not in its supernatural influence. The 
day of miracles, he thinks, is passed ; and, therefore, he 
does not allow that, in conversion, there is any thing 
supernatural. 

The Letters composing this work were addressed to 
Messrs. Stow, Neale, and Cushman, because they, it was 
understood, were chiefly instrumental in bringing Mr. 
Knapp to this city, and because they were the first to 
give countenance to his measures and his personal attacks 
upon liberal Christians. 

The author has no ill feelings towards his assailants ; 
and, though they may have intended evil to the Uni- 
versalist societies, he has the satisfaction of stating, that 
the excitement has added many to their number, and 
greatly to their zeal and firmness. He believes the same 
is true with regard to its efiects upon the Unitarians. 

The author has avoided, as much as possible, all per- 
sonalities ; for it was his wish to give a general expose of 
modern revivals, and place revival religion in contrast 
with the beautiful religion of the Saviour. 

Boston^ Mqrch 2,. 1842. 



LETTERS 



TO 



REV. B. STOW, R. H. NEALE, AND 

R. W. CUSHMAN. 



LETTER I- 

Contents. — New Rfeasares — Messrs. Stow, Nea!e,and Casli- 
mani, uphold Mr. Knapp — Reason fof writing — True vieW of 
a ^vi\ral — Description of a modern Revival — The genera) 
estimation in which Mr. Koapp is held by the Clergy of Boston 
— False Representations of Liberal Christians — Views of Dr. 
Sharp, Prof. Sears and Mr. Hague — Fears with which Mr. 
Knapp was introduced into Boston — Elxtract from the Chris- 
tian Review. 

Rev. Gentlemen, — I have no apology to offer 
for addressing you in this public manner. By the 
course which you have recently pnrsued, you have 
openly avowed yourselves the devoted advocates 
of modern revivals. You have departed from the! 
established customs of your denomination, and 
justified the introduction among you of measures 
which are entirely new, and which some of your 
most worthy and talented rtinistering brethren re- 
gard as highly injurious to the cause of Christ. 
Yoa have approved a style of preaching which 

2 



6 LETTERS TO REV. B. STOW, 

is to the good citizens of Boston a great novelty, 
and which, for vulgarity, extravagance, misrepre- 
sentation, and severity, has never been surpassed 
in any age of fanaticism. You have held in your 
arms for weeks one who has rioted in the work 
of destruction, and whose labors have produced 
more cases of insanity, a greater amount of secta- 
rian hatred and bitterness, and done more to drive 
the Christian spirit from the church, than any man 
who ever occupied a Boston pulpit. You, gentle- 
men, are accountable for what has been done. 
You introduced here this fanatical preacher. You 
sat in your pulpits and laughed at his sar- 
casm and ridicule, when the ravings of those he 
had maddened might have been heard from their 
wretched homes even to your churches, had it 
not been for the ravings to which you were there 
listening. 

I believe, gentlemen, that you are naturally ami- 
able in temper, and that you have heretofore been 
somewhat distinguished for the mild virtues of the 
gospel, and a warm sympathy with your fellow 
Christians of other sects. But a sad change has 
recently taken place in your feelings. You have 
been infatuated by a religious sorcerer. You have 
rejoiced in the labors of a man who has produced 
scenes of desolation that have made misanthropy 
itself weep. You said to him. Go on, go on, deal 
out your abuse, ridicule your opposers, terrify the 
weak, excite the multitude, when the fathers of our 
city were beseeching you, in the name of Heaven, 
to change your course, and allow your fellow-citi- 
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zens the privilege of enjoying unmolested their 
religions opinions. But you would not listen to 
their entreaties, and on you must fall the discredit, 
if not the evil, of this procedure. 

But, gentlemen, I do not write so much for your 
benefit, as I do for the benefit of those you have 
deceived. That you are sick of the revival, I have 
no doubt ; that you are ashamed of the part which 
has been acted, I have no doubt ; and, could I 
believe that you would thiak it expedient to 
avow publicly your convictions, I would lay aside 
my pen, and spare myself the unpleasant task of 
exposing the measures and eflFects of your revival. 
Your brother Hague, of the Federal Street Church, 
acted the part of a high-minded Christian. 
Though at first he approved of the revival, he had 
the manliness to withdraw his support, and lift up 
his voice against it, when he became convinced 
that he had misjudged. For this he is to be 
commended; and he will reap his reward in the 
approval of a good conscience, and the permanent 
prosperity of religion among his people. We 
should never be unwilling to look back after hav- 
ing put our hand to the plough, if we find we have 
engaged in a bad cause. It is ever honorable to 
draw back from perdition. 

Before proceeding to the expose which I am 
about to make, I wish to say a word to guard you 
against misapprehension. I am no enemy to revi- 
vals of religion. If I know my own heart, I can 
pray as fervently as any man, — "O Lord, revive 
thy work.'' I am a believer in conversion, in the 
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new birth, and in experimental religion ; and I ac- 
knowledge that no man can be happy, till he is 
reconciled to God. My objection is not to a revival 
of the Christian religion ; for the more this is re* 
vived, the greater is the virtue of society, and the 
stronger the bond of union by which mankind are 
bound together. Religion is the great blessing of 
life ; the chief good of the world. I am therefore 
neither an enemy to religion nor revivals. 

But, gentlemen, lam opposed, strongly opposed, 
to modern revivals. I am opposed to the meas- 
ures by which they are got up, to the fears which 
they excite, to the spirit which they engender, to 
the strife which they cause, to the fire of fanaticism 
which they enkindle. They are not revivals of 
the Christian religion, for they do not make people 
love all men more ; neither do they make them 
more kind, just, and obliging. They are revivals 
of fears and doubts, of fanaticism and superstition, 
of sectarian hatred and prejudice, of a blind zeal, 
and a mad spirit of persecution. They are revi- 
vals of much that is had, and little that is good. 

In this opinion I am not alone. If I were, I 
might hold it with distrust, and have reason to 
suspect that I am the victim of an unfounded 
prejudice. But the views which I entertain are 
held by the most pious, learned, and talented cler- 
gymen of the world. The. great body of the 
Christian church in Boston look upon your stir 
with the same disfavor that I do, and consider that 
an injury has been done, which a long life of use- 
fulness will be wholly inadequate to repair. 
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Let me say, also, that my views are not confined 
to liberal Christians. They are the views of the 
Episcopalians, — a sect holding to what you term 
evangelical doctrines, and which, in biblical knowl- 
edge and enlightened piety, is by no means sec- 
ond to the one with which you are connected. 
The Calvinistic Congregationalist clergymen of 
Boston are all against your revival. They believe 
it to be the work of man, the result of measures 
which cannot be approved by honesty, decency, 
good sense, or true religion. They have not co- 
operated with you ; they have not taken your 
leader by the hand ; they have not invited him to 
their pulpits ; they have not asked the blessing of 
God to attend his labors ; but they have spoken 
against his measures in public and in private ; they 
have denounced them as unchristian and perni- 
cious, and they have lifted up their warning voice 
against his revival. 

Thus, gentlemen, I stand with the many ; you, 
with the few. My opposition to your revival has 
the sanction of pious and able men of all sects, 
while your course perhaps meets your own ap- 
proval, and the approval of those you have ex- 
cited. Say not I oppose your revival because 
my religious opinions are unsound ; for the best 
men of your own sect denounce it as the produc- 
tion of fanaticism. 

I know it has been said, again and again, that 
liberal Chistians are the only ones who oppose your 
•wild excitement. But, gentlemen, you know such 
is not the case ; you know that that is a misrepre- 

2* 
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sentation! and yet, strange to tell, you permit- 
ted the falsehood to be uttered night after night, 
for weeks in succession ! Can you hope, by such 
means, to make liberal Christians give up their 
views, and adopt your creed ? What inconsistency I 
A poor method this, to proselyte those who can 
distinguish between cant and honesty, and who 
regard goodness as the only evidence of a Christian. 

Gentlemen, not only did you know the general 
opposition to which we have referred, but you 
knew that Dr. Sharp and Professor Sears, and Mr. 
Hague, strongly opposed your revival, and that 
many of the most pious and intelligent, of your 
respective churches, went with these men. You 
knew more. You knew the opposition there was 
to introducing Elder Knapp into this vicinity, and 
that you queried among yourselves whether the 
good w^ould overbalance the evil. The mischief 
he would do stared you in the face, aad made you 
doubt, and hesitate, and fear to go forward. With 
a trembling heart and a faltering step, y«u led him 
to your pulpits, after a few days of secret drilling, 
and said to him, faintly. Fight your way. He 
has done his work, and a sad work it is too ! And 
now, because we will not approve it, and cafU it 
divine, we are denounced as enemies of God, ajaid 
your mouthpiece assails us with his shameful abuse 
and scandal ! 

I understand now why yomr quarterly, the 
<^ Christian Review, " spoke out as it did against 
the fanaticism of modern revivals. The writer 
no doubt was in the secret of the plan to com- 
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mence a revival campaign in Boston ; and, like a 
true sentinel, he spoke of the evils which would 
attend it. 

I cannot close this letter more appropriately than 
in the language of the Review : 

'*In times of religious revival, a course is 
sometimes pursued, by well-meaning but mistaken 
men, which tends to produce excitement of the 
mere animal feelings, and to give these the ascen- 
dency over the reflective part of our nature. And 
this excitement, carried to the utmost extent that 
it can reach, short of absolute insanity, is, by some, 
regarded as a mark of exalted piety and an indica- 
tion of the special favor of Heaven. In accord- 
ance with these views, every influence which can 
act on the imagination or excite the passions, is 
brought into action to produce and sustain a state 
of feeling which is deemed so desirable. An ex- 
citement is created, based not on a deep and sol- 
emn interest in the realities of the eternal world, 
but on impressions made on the mind through the 
medium of the senses. This excitement being 
kept up for a length of time, and often increasing 
in intensity, the mind, at length, sinks beneath its 
power, and insanity, permanent or temporary, is 
the result. Cases of this kind have not unfre- 
quently been regarded as true exhibitions of the 
influence of religion on the mind ; and hence the 
conclusion has been drawn, that the natural ten- 
dency of deep religious feeling is to lead to insan- 
ity. But, in fact, what has all this excitement to 
do with religion ? True, religion may be united 
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with it, but is it a part of religion ? We answer, 
unhesitatingly, No. Excitement of the feelings, 
which belong to our animal nature, surely, is not 
the same with that devotion which is appropriate 
to our spiritual nature. Religion, it is true, is nat- 
urally connected with emotion, but not with that 
kind of emotion which may be as easily awakened 
by a novel or a tragedy as by * the words of eter- 
nal life.' The conclusion unfavorable to religion, 
drawn from cases of this kind, rests on the mis- 
taken ground of assuming two things to be alike, 
which are, in fact, essentially different." 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER II. 

Contents. — Revival on the Day of Pentecost — Followers of Mon- 
tanus — French Prophets — Wesley the Originator of modem 
Revivals — Extracts from Wesley — Dr. Edwards's Revivals — 
Revivals not known till about A. D. 1740 — Why are Revivals of 
such recent origin — Calvinism, Arminianism, and Millerism 
produce Revivals — The Opposition of the Orthodox to Revi- 
vals — The Fanaticism of Revivals — Revivals the work of 
Men. 

Rev. Gentlemen, — To hear you speak of mod- 
ern revivals, those uniuformed with regard to their 
origin would conclude that they can be traced 
back to the days of the apostles, and that they 
have been common in every age of the church. 
But this, as you know, is an entire misappre- 
hension. Nothing like them can be found in the 
New Testament. Look at the records of the 
apostles' preaching in the book of Acts. The 
strongest case is the revival on the day of Pen- 
tecost. But what is there in that resembling your 
revival? The sermon of Peter was designed to 
prove that Jesus was the Messiah, that the Jews 
had wickedly crucified him, and that they should 
repent and receive the forgiveness of sin. This 
distinct and dispassionate argument, together with 
the miraculous gift of tongues, caused the con- 
version of three thousand. 

The account of their conversion is thus given : 
" Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized ,* and the same day there were added unto 
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them about three thousand souls. And they con- 
tinued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in pray- 
ers. And fear came upon every soul ; and many 
wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 
And all that believed were together, and had all 
things common ; and sold their possessions and 
goods, and parted them to all men, as every man 
had need. And they, continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness 
and singleness of heart, praising God, and having 
favor with all the people. And the Lord added to 
,the church daily such as should be saved." (Acts 
ii. 41—47.) 

Now here are no anxious seats; no calling of 
sinners forward for prayers ; none to go about and 
coax, and threaten, and persuade the people. 
Neither do you see among the hearers any mani- 
acs, any weeping with despair, any groaning in 
agony, any shrieking for mercy, any who beheld 
themselves hanging over the gulf of endless ruin, 
any filled with a blind spirit of denunciation. No, 
gentlemen, there is not the slightest resemblance 
between your revival and that on the day of Pen- 
tecost. 

If we leave this case, and trace the history of 
the church onward towards the present time, we 
find nothing like your revival till the days of 
Wesley. He is the father of modern revivals. 
This is not, gentlemen, a hasty statement. I have 
weighed it, and am prepared to prove its cor- 
rectness. ' 
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It is true, there were previously excitements 
bearing a resemblance to that which has been raging 
for some weeks in Boston. Look at the fanat- 
ical Montanists. These " sprung np in the year 
171, and took their name from Montanus, who 
embraced Christianity in hopes of rising to the 
dignities of the church. He pretended to inspi- 
ration ; and gave out that the Holy Ghost had 
instructed him in several points which had not 
been revealed to the apostles. Priscilla and Maxi- 
milla, two enthusiastic women of Phrygia, pres- 
ently became his disciples, and in a short time he 
had a great number of followers. The bishops of 
Asia, being assembled together, condemned his 
prophecies, and excommunicated those that dis- 
pensed them. Afterwards they wrote an account 
of what had passed to the Western churches, where 
the pretended prophecies of Montanus and his fol- 
lowers were likewise condemned." 

We may refer also to " the French prophets, 
who first appeared in Dauphiny and Vivarais. In 
the year 1688, five or six hundred Protestants, of 
both sexes, gave themselves out to be prophets, 
and inspired of the Holy Ghost. They soon be- 
came so numerous that there were many thou- 
sands of them inspired. They were people of all 
ages and sexes, without distinction, though the 
greatest part of them were boys and girls from six 
or seven to twenty-five years of age. They had 
strange fits, which came upon them with trem- 
blings and faintings as in a swoon, which made 
them stretch out their arms and legs, and stagger 
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several times before they dropped down. They 
struck themselves with their hands, they fell on 
their backs, shut their eyes, and heaved with thei# 
breasts. They remained a while in trances, and^ 
eoming out of them with twitchings, uttered all 
which came in their mouths. They said they saw 
the heavens open, the angels, paradise, and hell. 
Those who were just on the point of receiving the 
spirit of prophecy dropped down not only in the 
assemblies, crying out for mercy, but in the fields^ 
and in their own houses." 

Such is the authority for revivals, drawn ftom 
the history of tlie church. Honorable authority 
this r Just such as we should expect, lo justify 
the fanaticism raging in our city. Now you, gen- 
tlemen, will call this all delusion and fanaticism ; 
and yet we might with equal propriety call those 
convulsed and excited by the labors of moderd 
revivalists deluded fanatics. Why, look one mo^ 
ment at the account Wesley gives of his preach- 
ing. On page 317, vol. i. of his Journal, he says : 

" The attention of all was soon fixed on pooif 
L a S— - — , whom we all knew to be no dis- 
sembler. One so violently and variously torn of 
the evil one did I never see before. Sometimes 
she laughed till almost strangled ; then broke out 
into cursing and blaspheming ; then stamped and 
struggled with incredible strength, so th«t four ov 
five could scarce hold her ; then cried out, ' O 
eternity, eternity ! O that I had no soul ! O that 
I had never been born ! ' At last she faintly 
called on Christ to help her. And the violence of 
her pangs ceased." 
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"I did not mention one J n H n, a 

weaver, who was at Baldwin-street the night be- 
fore. He was, I understood, a man of a regular 
life and conversation, one that constantly attended 
the public prayers and sacrament, and was zealous 
for the church, and against Dissenters of every de- 
nomination. Being informed that people fell into 
strange Jits (it the societies, he oame to see and 
judge for himself. But he was less satisfied than 
before ; insomuch that he went about to his ac- 
quaintance, one after another, until one in the 
morning, and labored above measure to convinco 
them 4t was a delusion of the devil.' We were 
going home, when one met us in the street, and 
informed us that J ^n H — '■ — n was fallen ra- 
ving m&dr It seqms he h^d set down to dinner, 
but had a mind first to end a sernspn he had bor- 
rowed on ' Salvation by Faith.' In reading the 
last page, be changed color, fell off his chair, and 
began screaming terribly, and beating himself 
against the ground. The neighbors were alarmed, 
and fioQked together to the house. Between one 
and two I camQ in, and found him on the floor, the 
room being full of people, whom his wife would 
haye kept without; bu|; he cried aloud, 'No; let 
them all come ; let all the world see the jqsjC judgo 
mont of God.' Two or three m^n werq holding 
him as well fts they could. He immediately fixed 
hi9 eyes upon me, And, stretching out his band, 
eri^, ^ Ay, this is he who I said was a deceivev 
of the people. But God has overtaken rne. I 
vaidit inras all a delusion. But tbi9 is no delu-* 
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sion.' He then roared cut, *0 thou devil! thon 
cursed devil ! yea, thou legion of devils ! thoa 
canst not stay. Christ will cast thee out. I know 
his work is begun. Tear me to pieces, if thou wilt ; 
but thou canst not hurt me.' He then beat him- 
self against the ground again ; his breast heaving, 
at the same time, as in the pangs of death, and great 
drops of sweat trickling down his face. We all be- 
took ourselves to prayer. His pangs ceased, and both 
his body and soul were set at liberty." — P. 255. 

These cases are a specimen of the effects which 
his preaching produced. His congregations often 
presented scenes of the wildest excitement imagina- 
ble. Now is it possible to believe that these effects 
were produced by the agency of the Spirit ? Will 
any reflecting man pretend that either God's Spirit, 
or the devil, threw people into fits, made them fall 
to the earth, scream, and beat themselves terribly? 

While such scenes were being enacted in Eng- 
land under the preaching of Wesley, Dr. Edwards 
began his revival operations in America. In his 
popular work on revivals he thus speaks : " Ex- 
traordinary views of divine things, and religious 
affections, being frequently attended with very 
great effects on the body, nature often sinking 
under the weight of divine discoveries, the strength 
of the body taken away, so as to deprive of all 
ability to stand or speak ; sometimes the hands 
clinched, and the flesh cold, but senses still re- 
maining ; animal nature often in a great emotion 
and agitation, and the soul very often, of late, so 
oveioome with great admiration, and a kind of 
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omnipotent joy, as to cause the person (wholly 
unavoidably) to leap with all the might, with joy 
and mighty exultation of the soul ; the soul at the 
same time being so strongly drawn towards God 
and Christ in heaven, that it seemed to the person 
as though soul and body would, as it were of 
themselves, of necessity mount up, leave the earth 
and ascend thither." — P. 108. 

These revivals occurred about A. D. 1740. 

Now, gentlemen, if we say they were produced 
by the special operation of the Spirit, how are we 
to solve the following difficulties ? 

1. Why did they not occur before ? Why did 
Jehovah permit his religion to be preached for 
seventeen hundred years without rendering it effi- 
cacious by the agency of his Spirit ? Why not 
bless thus the labors of Melancthon, Zuinglius, 
Luther, and Calvin? Do, gentlemen, give some 
answer to these queries. 

2. How did it happen that rank Arminianism, 
as preached by Wesley, and rank Calvinism, as 
preached by Edwards, were attended with the 
same effects ? Both cannot be true. Wesley 
speaks of his dwelling much upon the perfect 
freedom of salvation for all men ; but that, Ed- 
wards regarded the worst of all errors. Now does 
the Holy Spirit make use of error in converting 
sinners? If so, how can you say the preaching 
of liberal Christians will not be thus blessed ? 
Millerism, or the opinion that the world will end 
A. D. 1843, you regard as a fallacy unworthy of 
a refutation; and yet that very fallacy is doing 
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more to convert people than Elder Knapp ! I ask 
an explanation. 

3. Why were not other congregations besides 
that of Dr. Edwards favored with revivals ? Why 
did the Spirit confine itself to one place ? Why 
did it not fall upon all the Orthodox churches ? 

4. Why were revivals, till within a few years, 
seldom known among the Orthodox churches? 
They have been as ready to condemn them as any 
Christians in the land. You can remember the 
" time when what are called revivals of religion 
were viewed by Calvinists generally as the off- 
spring of fanaticism and ignorance, and the pro- 
moters of them as disturbers of the peace and 
disorganizers of society. If we only call to mind 
a few of the sermons of the Calvinistic ministers 
delivered in this neighborhood and throughout the 
Commonwealth only ten or fifteen years since, 
we shall many of us be forcibly reminded of the 
pointed opposition which they as a body mani- 
fested towards revivalists and their schemes. 
Then, the projectors of revivals were looked upon 
by the Calvinistic clergy, or vastly a majority of 
them, as illiterate, fanatical, and troublesome per- 
sons in society, persons whose labors tended 
strongly to sever some of the tenderest ligaments 
which bind families and parishes in the bonds of 
social harmony and Christian affection. Viewing 
this matter as they did, — the work of men of weak 
minds, little learning, and less decency of deport- 
ment, interlopers in society, — they acted consist- 
ently when they prayed and preached that the 
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jJans of such might be defeated : this, if they 
were lovers of order, they could not well refrain 
from doing." Now will you inform me why the 
Holy Spirit should be poured upon these churches 
at the present day, and not in former days ? 

5. In many revivals the people shout and jump ; 
in others, they lose their strength and fall down ; 
in others, they jerk and go into fits ; in others, they 
throw themselves upon the ground and roll about ; 
in others, they see hell open, the devil after them, 
and God ready to cast them into the burning pit ; 
and, in others, they merely feel a strong conviction 
of sin, and a happy relief when they " obtain a 
hope." Now, gentlemen, will you pretend that 
all this is the work of the Spirit ? No ; you will 
say nothing of the kind. You know perfectly 
well, that most of these movements and feelings 
are entirely the eflFect of fanaticism, — that they are 
a mere animal excitement. But how are you to 
draw the line ? And where will you draw it ? 
Here is your difficulty. The converts of Elder 
Knapp say, '* O, we know that God has converted 
us — we never had such feelings before — we have 
experienced a marvellous change — we are sure 
that we have been miraculously converted." Just 
so said the Kentucky jerkers and Southern jump- 
ers. They could not control themselves — God's 
Spirit was verily in them. Every knot of fanatics, 
from the French prophets down to the dupes of 
Elder Knapp, have said the same. Some have 
prophesied, and some have claimed the gift of 
tongues ; some have shouted and jumped, and 

3* 
I 
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Others fallen into a swoon ; but all have been 
moved by the Spirit! And now, if you say any 
of it is the work of Crod, why not say all is ? 
You cannot avoid saying this 9 your premises lead 
irresistibly to this conclusion. 

Gentlemen, the truth is, God has no more to 
do with your revival than he had with the fanati- 
cism of the French prophets. • The subjects of the 
revival have been terrified and excited. They 
think that they are specially wrought upon by God's 
Spirit ; but many will soon find their mistake. 
They will soon see how they have been deceived^ 
and their last state will be vastly worse than their 
first. 

I will only add, therefore, if you approve of 
modern reviva;ls, you must approve of them just as 
they have occurred, and look upon all their noise, 
confusion, and wild excitement as the work of 
God. You have no right to say a part is the wotrk 
of "God, and a part the work of man ; for those you 
would denounce as fanatics ai^e just as sure that 
God'{3 Spirit is working within them as are the 
subjects of your revival. Do you tell me that the 
former are deceived i Granted. Bat, by the same 
rule whidh you can prove they are deceived, I can 
prove that the subjects of your revival are de- 
ceived. Gentlemen, be consistent^ and call the 
whole the work of man. 

I am, &>c. 
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LETTER III. 

Contents. — Machinery of Modern Revivals — Anxious Seats — 
Groing forward for Prayers — Exhorters — Appeal to the New 
Testament — Relating Experiences — A little Boy chased by the 
Devil — Wonderful Conversion — Conversions of Liberal Chris- 
tians — Glorification over Converts who pretend that they were 
Universalists or Unitarians — Manoeuverings of Elder Knapp 
in regard to such Converts— False Statements of such — Efforts 
to give the Impression that Liberal Christians are forsaking 
their Churches in Crowds — Reported Conversion of the Author, 
and Mr. Streeter — Effects of such Misrepresentations — Revi- 
vals produced by Human Machinery. 

Rev. Gentlemen, — The machinery of modern 
revivals is a somewhat complicated affair ; and to 
give a description of all its parts and movements, 
not a little difficult. It is necessary, however, 
that we should look at this machinery, and care- 
fully consider its operation, that we may know 
what agency it had in producing your stir. 

By machinery, I mean anxious seats^ going for- 
ward for prayers, rising to be prayed for, meetings 
to pray for Universalists and Unitarians, exhort- 
ing from house to hoiise, whispering meetings, re- 
lating experiences, writing exhortatory letters to 
acquainta/nces and those known not to favor mod- 
ern revivals, calling individuals by name in prayer, 
asking the audience to express its opinion by a 
vote, &c. &c. Now I do not know that all this 
machinery has been employed in creating your 
excitement, though I believe the most of it has. 
Let us carefully survey it. 
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1. The anxious seats. These are designed for 
those ^^ under concern,^^ In what part of the New 
Testament do yon read of them ? On what occa- 
sions were they used by the Saviour or his apos- 
tles ? At what meetings were they employed by 
Peter, Paul, John, or James? 

Allow me to ask, also, what particular virtue there 
is in such a seat ? Cannot the Holy Ghost visit 
the soul in one part of a church as well as another ? 
Please answer this question. You say that the 
conversions which have taken place have beeu 
produced by the special outpouring of the Spirit. 
But if so, why must those under concern be placed 
upon an anxious seat ? The truth is, gentlemen, 
it is not the Holy Spirit which produces the con- 
version, but the machinery employed. Hence the 
utility of the anxious seat. Those induced to 
occupy it, are made to imagine that some peculiar 
influence will there be felt. Not only so, occu- 
pying this is taking one step ; it is publicly owning 
that they are anxious ; it is taking a stand for the 
revival ] it is openly expressing a desire to be a 
subject of it. Here, then, is the benefit of the 
anxious seat, and you see the great effect produced 
by it upon the ignorant, superstitious, and nervous. 

2. Going forward and rising for prayers. Go- 
ing forward ! Is there not something ludicrous in 
this, when considered in connection with the idea 
that your converts are made by the special out- 
pouring of the Spirit ? Why go forward ? Why 
rise ? Cannot your prayers reach to any part of 
the house ? Cannot the Holy Ghost find those 
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under concern, unless they rise up ? These ques- 
tions show that the effect produced is not by the 
Spirit, but by going forward and rising up. By 
doing these, those under concern take one step, 
just as when they go to the anxious seat. 

Besides, there is the influence exerted upon 
others. When one goes forward, or rises up, or 
takes the anxious seat, its effect is felt through the 
whole audience, and much is done towards fas-^ 
tening the conviction upon the heart that God is 
indeed at work among the people. It makes but 
little difference who the persons are that go for-*' 
ward. They may be ignorant females, who know 
nothing of the Bible, young children, who could 
be frightened to join a church by a story about 
the old man in the cellar, or nervous men, who 
will spend one day upon their knees in prayer, and 
the next in drinking and carousing ; still their 
awakening is ascribed to the Spirit, and God is said 
to be doing his great work ! Now is not this far- 
cical in the extreme ? 

3. Exhorting from house to house. During your 
revival, a special business has been done at this. 
Many have devoted a great proportion of their 
time to it. Liberal Christians have been beset 
night and day ; they have been teased till further 
endurance became a sin. They have been grossly 
insulted in their own homes ; they have been told 
things utterly false, in order that they might be 
induced to join in the revival crusade. Entire 
strangers have thrust themselves into families, and 
told women to go to the revival meetings at all 
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events, even if their husbands were unwilling ! 
Married daughters have been given to understand 
that, unless they would leave liberal meetings, they 
would incur the displeasure of their parents. 
Mothers have wept over their daughters and sons, 
and told them that, unless they would attend the 
revival meetings, God would certainly cast them 
off. Ladies have even been assaulted in the streets 
by utter strangers, and besought to attend the 
meetings! The prayers which these exhorters 
have offered have been boisterous, and contained 
expressions highly insulting to those for whom 
they were offered. 

Now, gentlemen, if revivals are the work of God, 
why all this effort ? Why this officious meddling ? 
Why this attempt to destroy the peace of families ? 
Why are falsehoods used to operate on the mind ? 
Cannot the Holy Ghost convert sinners without 
such measures ? Ah ! it is the exhorting, the teas- 
ing, and the misrepresentation that do the work — 
not God's Spirit. 

I wish to ask your authority for this course ? 
" Will you pretend that this kind of visiting, and 
praying, and frightening was ever adopted by any 
inspired teacher? Is not the whole process virtu- 
ally condemned by the example and instructions 
of our Saviour and his apostles ? Did the heavenly 
Jesus ever district the city of Jerusalem, and send 
his apostles to visit every individual and family? 
Did he ever ask the members of a household for lib- 
erty to pray in their presence ; or ever proceed to 
offer up devotions against their consent; or ever 
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denounce them as unconverted, in his addresses to 
his heavenly Father ? Did he ever say to the fear- 
ful and distrusting that endless torments must be 
their portion, unless they repented within a given 
number of minutes ? Did he ever conduct un- 
kindly, or uncivilly, or impolitely, towards an indi- 
vidual or family? Did he send his apostles abroad 
to create terror, dismay, and excitement? Did he 
not charge them to say. Peace be within this 
dwelling, whenever they entered a house? On 
the other hand, did he not level most of his denun- 
ciations against the loud-professing, over-zealous, 
madly-proselyting Pharisees ? Did he not censure 
them for their disfigured faces, their ostentatious 
prayers and alms-givings, their neglect of the 
weightier matters of the law, and their spiritual 
pride and self- righteousness? Did not the apostles 
severely reprove those who went creeping from 
house to house, to lead captive silly women ? Did 
they not command those to be marked and avoided 
who caused divisions in families, neighborhoods, 
and societies ? Did they not rank busybodies in 
other people's concerns among the most depraved 
and wicked ? " — Rev. B. Whitman. 

The other parts of your machinery are in perfect 
keeping wnth what we have described. They are 
all calculated to create an excitement, to alarm the 
fears, and affect the multitude. My limits will not 
permit me to go into an explanation of them all, 
and I must be content with remarks on one other 
point. 

4 Relating experiences. No sooner is a pehK>tt 
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a little affected, than he is forced up to speak, to 
tell what God is doing for him, what he has expe-r 
rienced, and to exhort sinners to flee from hell. 
Many, it is true, make bad work of it ; but as this 
is a part of the process, they must speak. Males 
and females, old and young, muist all bear their * 
testimony. It matters not how great the multitude 
iu attendance may be — the more the better, even 
if women are to relate their experiences ! 

Some of these experiences are curious affairs* 
One little boy, in relating his, said the devil was 
chasing him, and that he was continually haunted 
by him ! Poor child. No wonder that, in the 
grief of his heart, he should beg Elder Knapp to save 
him. Some were very particular in describing 
their hostility to the revival, their determination to 
oppose it, and the dreadful hardness of their hearts. 
These were peculiarly delightful cases, and were 
held up by your leader, as signal victories of grace I 
They were rejoiced over, and made occasions of 
special thanksgiving ! It seemed to be of no con« 
sequence who related such an experience ; it would 
always call forth expressions of triumph ! 

The richest experiences, however, were those 
related by persons who had seen a Unitarian or a 
Universalist church. Then all ears were open^ 
and, lest any should not understand what was 
said, your good elder would repeat the choice ex-^ 
pressions which related to Unitarianism or Univer-' 
aalism. "You hear," he would say, "he has 
been a wicked Universalist ! O what a dreadful 
doclrifie ! '' 
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Not satisfied with what such persons would say 
about Universalism, and smooth preaching, and the 
devil's doctrine, and being lulled to sleep by men 
whom they never heard ten times, Mr. Knapp 
would ask leading questions, in order to set off lib- 
eral sentiments in the worst possible light ! 

Nor was this all. He would have a special glo- 
rification over such converts, and hold them up as 
wonderful instances of the great power of grace ! 
If he could get a weak-minded girl, who had at- 
tended a liberal meeting, it was represented as a far 
greater victory, than to convert a gray-beaded sin- 
ner, who had been for fifty years a regular member 
of a Baptist congregation ! In the one instance, he 
bad an exhibition of the dreadful fallacy of liberal 
sentiments, besides a display of grace ,* but, in the 
other, only a victory over sin. Thus he would 
make the irreligion of a girl at fifteen, who had 
been connected with a liberal congregation, the 
fruit of error in doctrine, whilQ the irreligion of a 
Baptist was owing to the depravity of the heart, or 
the influence of the world ! 

But all this did hot satisfy him. For fear a suf- 
ficient degree of opposition had not been excited 
against liberal sentiments, by answers to his crafty 
questions, and by expressions which he had forced 
from his converts, he filled the minds of his hearers 
with stories about the sins of liberal Christians, 
great conversions of Universalists and Unitarians, 
and what he had done in different places for the 
demolition of liberal religious societies. 

All this manoBuvering was not without its effect 

4 
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It gave many the impression that the ranks of lib- 
eral Christians were being rapidly thinned by his 
labors, that Universalist and Unitarian churches 
would soon be broken up, that the members of 
those churches were beginning to see the awful 
fallacies they had embraced, and to realize that 
those fallacies could not stand before the mighty 
movements of God's all-conquering Spirit. Deluded 
and excited by such false impressions, the converts 
and the anxious were ready to believe the most 
extravagant statements that could be made, and to 
admit the truth of any doctrine advanced. They 
could see and hear a thousand things palpable to 
none others. Hence the groundless stories about 
th6 conversion of Universalists and Unitarians. 
Why, gentlemen, according to the stories of these 
converts, I have been on Mr. Knapp's anxious 
benches, weeping in agony ; I have been converted 
to his charming religion, and my congregation al- 
most dispersed ; the superintendent of my Sabbath 
school has been led to see the dreadful fallacy of 
Universalism, and the surpassing beauties and glo- 
ries of endless misery ! Rev. Mr. Streeter, too, has 
been brought into the marvellous light of partial- 
ism, and Satan's kingdom almost demolished ! ! 
Thus have people been deceived by misrepresenta- 
tion. This, however, was not the worst effect pro- 
duced. Those of his converts who love human glo- 
ry and applause had laid open before them a short 
road to celebrity ; for the highest honors were 
given to the ones who had been laboring the longest 
in the cause of error ! Hence, some gave out that 
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they had been zealous Universalists and Unitarians, 
when they never had attended a liberal meeting, and 
never contributed a farthing for the support of lib- 
eral sentiments. One man, wholly unknown to the 
Universalists, said he had advocated their doctrine 
for eight years ! What a shouting it caused ! " A 
preacher / a preacher ! a Universalist preacher ! ! 
has been converted ! " was the cry from one end of 
the city to the other, when the truth was, the man 
was neither a preacher nor a member of any Uni- 
versalist congregation. However, he obtained his 
glorification ! He became a big man. 

Now I admit that all this had an influence. 
Many were made to believe that there was indeed 
a wonder-working power abroad in the city ; that 
all men, women, and children were flocking to the 
elder's standard, and that there was verily some- 
thing real in the conversions he was effecting. 
Having looked on, and seen the movement, I am 
compelled to make this acknowledgment. But I 
do not make it without a feeling of deep mortifica- 
tion that any persons, young or old, ignorant or 
learned, in this age of the world, should be thus 
duped. There is, however, one redeeming circum- 
stance. The Universalists and Unitarians have 
stood their ground like firm' Christians. Converts 
from their ranks have been few indeed ; and those 
few say they never believed what they professed / 

Here, gentlemen, allow me to ask, whether you 
will gravely pretend that your converts have been 
made by the Spirit of God, when such measures as 
these have been employed in your revival ? Admi 
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that God's Spirit does attend, in a miraculous man- 
ner, the preaching of his truth, and the difficulty is 
only increased ; for you see here, not that truth 
was preached, but that false confessions were made, 
fanatical experiences related, and unholy misrepre- 
sentations given of the effects of the revival ; and 
vhat these produced the conversions. If they did 
not, why resort to them ? Why not carry on 
your revival without them ? 

Thus I have briefly surveyed the operation of 
your revival machinery ; and a terrible engine it is, 
to the ignorant, weak-minded, and nervous. To 
this machinery you owe your revival. Gentlemen, 
you cannot refute this position. I say again, there- 
fore, it was not God's Spirit which produced your 
revival, but Elder Knapp's machinery produced 
it. If not, why was the machinery eniployed ? 
Why not use the means ordained of God ? Why 
leave the Bible, and adopt the inventions of men, 
if your purpose could be obtained without them ? 

I am, 6cc. 
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LETTER IV. 

Contents. — Honesty — Priestcraft — Charges against the Author 

— Mr. Knapp's Canning — His Artifices — His efforts to create 
Prejudices — He stated what was known to be false — Stories 
against Universalist Preachers — Stories about the Sacrament 
and a Deacon — C. H. Francisco — Mr. Knapp's account of him 

— Falsity of that account — Wickedness of Francisco — Certifi- 
cate of his Wife's Father and of his Physician — Francisco's exe- 
cution — Mr. Knapp's stir produced by false Stories — The Holy 
Spirit would not approve of such Measures — Fabrications about 
the Author and his People, and Universalist Clergymen — Rev. 
Mr. Balch — Origin of the Fabrications — Marvel lousness — Ex- 
tracts — Conclusion. 

Rev. Gentlemen, — In the preceding letter, I 
spoke of the machinery of your revival, and had 
occasion to refer to some of the misrepresentations 
by which it was aided. In this letter, I propose to 
consider, at length, the subject to which I then 
merely alluded. This is no very pleasant task, 
but duty demands that it should be performed, and 
I will not shrink. 

I dislike much to raise a suspicion against the 

honesty of any man engaged in the ministry, or 

interested in the cause of religion ; for honesty is 

one of the first Christian virtues. Without it no 

man can be a Christian. Too many have forgotten 

this ; for, while they have been honest in relation 

to dollars and cents, they have privately confessed 

that they preach doctrines as undoubted truths, the 

correctness of which they seriously question, and 

have given their hearty approval of measures which 

they felt were of doubtful utility. 

4# 
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There is much of such craft in the world. Many 
things are said to produce effect, and many airs are 
assumed for the same purpose. The minister in 
the pulpit is too often a different man from the 
minister with certain friends. Such dishonesty 
has been one of the greatest curses of the church, 
and has done more to degrade the ministry in the 
eyes of the world, than all the opposition of infidels. 

Let me not be misunderstood. I do not accuse 
you of having played the priest in this manner, 
for I will assert nothing which I cannot prove. 
Neither do I say all the misrepresentations of Elder 
Knapp have been intentional. 

For instance, he ^has publicly ^declsoed, again 
and again, that I do not believe what I preach, 
that I know my doctrine is false, and that I preach 
It to deceive the people. Possibly he may think 
so. He may be so ignoran^t of Universalism, and 
•have dwelt so much on his one idea, as to imagine 
•that I cannot believe what I profess. I think that 
I have seen persons sufficiently igifiorant and nar- 
row-minded to entertain isuch an opinion. 

It is difficult, however, to be thus charital^le to- 
"wards the elder. He is a person of much cunning. 
He has studied welll the weaknesses of mankind. 
»He knows how to create a stir, excite the passions, 
and lead captive the unwary. He knows how to 
excite prejudices ; and this attack upon my sincer- 
ity, and Uhe sincerity of my ministering brethren, 
i|'g one of his artifices to prejudice his followers 
Jtgainst us, and, if possible, corrupt, in the same way, 
the minds of some of our hearers. And he has 
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succeeded, so far as his own followers are con- 
cerned ; for, according to all accounts, they look 
upon us with perfect hatred, and think we are 
devils incarnate ! 

I am not surprised : he has told them all this ; 
and he is a man of God, influenced by the Holy 
Ohost, and why should h^ not know ? But, gei^- 
tlemen, have you contradicted these slanders? 
When he stated that I had no faith in my doctrine, 
and knew it to be false, did you rise up and say, — 
'^ Brother Knapp is mistaken ; Mr. Skinner we are 
persuaded is sincere ?" With two of you I have a 
somewhat intimate acquaintance, and that ac*- 
quaintance has been extremely pleasant to me. 
Personally, I hav« ever been treated by you with 
civility and kindness. Now it cannot be that you 
would have treated me thus, had you believed { 
nvas altogether insincere, and without any faith in 
my religion. Why tlh^n did you allow me to be ^ 
slandered in your pulpits ? Why did you silently 
permit the grossest misrepresentations to be made 
night after night in your presence ? 

Mr. Knapp iias been equally abusive towards aU 
liberal clergymen. He has uniformly classed theni 
with Dei^s and Infidels. He has applied to them 
•the most offensive terms which he could find, and 
lepresented them as tlie devil's agents, and the 
devil's ipreschers. His stories told respecting them 
have been in perfect keeping with the abuse to 
which we have alluded. • Look at the following, 
itaken from a sermon as reported for one of our city 
(papers*: 
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" At the time the Universalists held a convention 
in Watertown, N. Y., two of the ministers boarded 
with a lady there, and she thought it proper to re- 
quest them to ask a blessing. They started back ! 
' The devil !' said one of them." 

" A man by the name of Jones was led to inquire 
why Universalists built meeting-houses and main- 
tained preaching ; so he put the question to a Uni- 
versalist minister. The minister replied, that he 
preached Universalism to get a living ; another 
reason was to show his talents ; and a third reason 
was to make the doctrine popular. * Well,' said 
the man, ' if this is what your preaching is for, I 
have got enough of it.' " 

Now, gentlemen, do you believe these stories ? 
Does your knowledge of Universdist clergymen 
justify any in believing them ? 

Not satisfied with heaping odium upon the 
preachers, Mr. Knapp assailed the people. Re- 
specting them he thus speaks : 

" Whenever there is a revival of religion, you 
will find Universalists would rather go oflf to the 
taverns and engage in drinking, than to engage in 
prayer." 

" But I shall not look entirely to the cases of the 
mere lobby members, the hangers-on, the offscour- 
ing — but to the principal men. In Watertown, 
when they built the Universalist church, they un- 
dertook to administer the sacrament. It was ob- 
served that one of their principal men did not par- 
take with them. He was asked the reason. He 
knew it was all a hoax. You will agree with him, 
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I think, when he said, * it was carrying the joke a 
little too far J* ^^ 

"In Hamilton, N. Y., one Sunday, one of the 
deacons of the Universalist church met one of the 
-deacons of the other churches, as they were going 
home from church. The sacrament had just been 
administered at the Universalist church. There 
was some trouble with the Universalist deacon's 
horse, and so he cursed and swore most shock- 
ingly. The other deacon remonstrated. * Why,' 
said he, ' I am astonished, deacon, that on the Sab* 
bath day, when you have just come from the com- 
munion table, that you should swear so.' " 

Now, gentlemen, I believe these are downright 
falsehoods, manufactured for a revival campaign. 
Are not the Universalist churches of Boston 
thronged from Sabbath to Sabbath ? Are not 
their conference meetings always well attended? 
But your pious elder says one man called the sa- 
crament a hoax, and that a deacon swore ! Did yon 
ever know Baptist deacons to do wrong ? O what 
a list of offenders among your deacons could I ar- 
ray before you, w€re I so disposed ! but what would 
it prove ? 

The above stories are trifling compared with 
some related by Mr. Knapp. Perhaps none sur- 
passed the one told of Cornelii^s H. Francisco. 
This, like the other stories of the elder, is told 
wherever he preaches. It runneth in this wise : 

" That Francisco was a confirmed Universalist, 
of Utica, N. Y., and, getting tired of life, resolved 
on committing suicide, and going to heaven at 
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once — that, in order to let his minister, Rev. D. 
Skinner, see how triumphantly he could carry out 
his faith in death, by his own hand, he called on 
him to witness his suicidal exit — that, on seeing 
him determined on suicide, Mr. Skinner remon- 
strated, and told him, at last, that there might he an 
eternal hell after all, and he might go to it, if he 
persisted — that he then asked him why he had 
not preached so before, and in the pulpit, and that 
he replied, it would not do, for it would make peo- 
ple crazy — that then F. desisted, was struck under 
conviction, joined the Presbyterian church, and 
adorned his Christian profession by a well-ordered 
life and godly conversation." 

Now, gentlemen, this is one of the basest mis- 
representations ever fabricated. The story is false 
in all its essential particulars. Francisco never 
was a Universalist, and, in the interview which 
he had with Mr. Skinner, no such conversation 
ever took place. Neither did Francisco ever be- 
come a reformed man. I have documents in my 
possession, proving all this in the most conclusive 
manner. He was one of the vilest wretches that 
ever lived, and his conversion was all a mockery, 
for he was not a reformed man in any sense what- 
ever. To be convinced of this, you have only to 
read the following certificate from the father of his 
first wife. The certificate alludes to statements 
made by Mr. D. Skinner and Mr. Grosh, in which 
they positively deny the assertions of Mr. Knapp. 

" This may certify, that Cornelius H. Francisco 
married a daughter of mine for his first wife, and 
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was in my family much of the time for several 
years. I am well acquainted with him, and with 
all the circumstances related above by Mr. Skinner 
and Mr. Grosh. The statements of Messrs. S. and G. 
are correct, as far as they go ; but the one half is 
not told. Mr. F. was a cruel and unfeeling hus- 
band, and abused his wife beyond endurance, inso- 
much that she was obliged to refuse living with 
him, and I to forbid him the liberty of my house. 
He was habitually guilty of drunkenness, adultery, 
visiting the filthiest brothels in this city, and almost 
every nameable vice ; and that, too, after he Je- 
came a member of Dr. Lansing^s church. He 
was also guilty of bigamy , and I think oi polygawjy. 
He married a girl by the name of Riley, of Man- 
lius, Onondaga county, some time before the death 
of my daughter; and also exultingly showed to 
two respectable gentlemen in this city a certificate 
from a justice of peace in Youngstown, Niagara 
county, certifying his marriage to another lady, 
belonging (I think) to Canada, some months before 
his marriage in Manlius. 

" A short time before he united with the Presby- 
terian church of this city, he came to my house 
and urgently solicited my daughter to consent to 
live with him again. She reproved him for his 
vicious and debauched habits, and tenderly in- 
treated him to abandon them, and strive to regain 
his lost character, promising, if he would, that she 
would live with him again. He laughed at the 
latter idea, and remarked, that, as to his character^ 
he cared nothing about that, for he could reestab- 
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lish that in a few days^ time, whenever he pleased, 
\}j attending a protracted meeting and joining the 
Presbyterian church ; — that he had once joined 
the MethodistSy and could then pray, and talk, and 
exhort as well as any of them ; and hq could do it 
with the Presbyterians ; and he rather thought he 
should take that method to reestablish his charac- 
ter. Some time after he became a member of Dr. 
Lansing's church, he again came to my house and 
urged his plea to live with his wife, on the ground 
that he had reformed, and would live a virtuous 
life, if she would consent to live with him. She 
much doubted both the genuineness of his refor- 
mation and the sincerity of his professions, and for 
some time utterly refused. But at last, overcome 
by entreaty, and the most solemn promises on his 
part, she reluctantly consented. And thus, with 
the heart of a demon, he completed her martyr* 
dom by remaining with her one or two days, and 
imparting to her his own loathsome disease, con<< 
tracted at brothels, and then left her, exulting to 
his depraved companions that he had succeeded so 
well in his design. She buried her miseries and 
wretchedness deep in the recesses of her own 
heart, and remained silent, till medical aid was 
useless ; her heart was broken, and the peaceful 
grave soon gave her a shelter and a resting-place, 
where * the wicked cease from troubling and the 
weary are at rest.' I, last summer, saw the lady 
he married in Manlius, for his second or third wife, 
while his first was living. She deeply sympsi* 
thized with me in my affliction. She had long 
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since learned his character and refused to live with 
.. him, saying she never desired to see his face again. 

Geo. W. Ladd. 
" N. B. The above I am willing to make oath lo, 
at any time. G. W. L." 

To the above, I will add the following : 

" This may certify, that I concur in the state- 
ment of Mr. Ladd, above expressed, and, as I at- 
tended Mrs. Francisco professionally, during her 
sickness, belie.ve that her death was occasioned by 
the abuse and vices of her husband. Soon after 
his union with the Bleecker Street church, [Utica,] 
he called at my office, on his return from a tour to 
the west, and inquired after the health of his wife ,• 
and, when answered that her health was not good, 
he replied, 'If you will kill her off, I will pay you 
well for it ;' and then exultingly showed a certifi- 
cate of his recent marriage to a young lady, (as he 
stated, from Canada,) at Youngstown, Niagara 
county, N. Y., by a justice of peace, by the name of 
Ashbel G. Hinman. I. N. Meacham, M. D.'' 

" Uticd, June 15, 1835." 

The fate of this atrocious villain was such as 
might have been expected. He paid the forfeit of 
his last heinous crime, the murder of his fourth 
wife, by being executed on the gallows, in Erie, 
Pa., in the spring of 1833. 

There, gentlemen, is Mr. Knapp's great convert 
from Universalism ! Look at him. Was he not a 
saitit ? Did not grace do a great work in his mar- 
vellous regeneration ? 

5 
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But the question will arise, Did Mr. Knapp know 
the character and fate of Francisco? I reply, — I 
cannot answer. That he ought to have known, is 
certain ; that he did know, is equally certain, if he 
is an honest and a candid man ; for both honesty 
and candor would have led to a full inquiry in re- 
gard to his history. The facts in relation to the 
man were published years ago, and sent to Mr. 
Knapp. They were republished by our friends in 
the city of New York, when he was engaged in 
his revival operations there ! How, then, can we 
resist the conclusion, that he knows the falsity of 
what he has stated ? 

Here, gentlemen, is a specimen of the vile abuse 
which Mr. Knapp heaped upon us, and of the 
falsehoods with which it was justified. Malig- 
nity itself could not draw a darker picture of a peo- 
ple, than he drew of liberal Christians^ They 
were all represented as hell-bound and hell-deserv- 
ing I Their salvation was declared to be an utter 
impossibility. On this subject, he had no doubt. 
God himself could not have been more positive ! 

Now, that this abuse, backed up by vile stories 
and bold assertions, had its influence, you know. 
But do you not know, with equal certainty, that 
it was unmerited, and that, as a denomination, we 
were vilely slandered ? What, then, shall we say 
of the converts produced by such means? Shall 
we say they were made by the agency of the 
Spirit ? Would the Holy Ghost give eflSicacy to 
falsehood, and render it the power of God unto 'sal- 
vation ? The thought is a libel upon God. Your 
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revival, therefore, was the work of Mr, Knapp, and 
not the work of the Lord. 

The foregoing, though the worst, are not the 
only misrepresentations by which your revival was 
carried on. Misrepresentation was the order of the 
day. A lying spirit was abroad in the city. Not 
the least reliance could be placed upon the reports 
which were circulated against the liberal Chris- 
tians. My people were told, again and again, that 
I had been upon the anxious bench, and that I 
wept there like a child. The story was circulated, 
that 1 was converted, and had come out a blazing 
revivalist. It was said that I had written letters 
to different persons, soliciting an interest in their 
prayers ; that I had been to Mr. Knapp, and a{X)lo- 
gized for opposing his revival ; that my congrega- 
tion had been almost dispersed by the stir ; that I 
had confessed my secret belief in the eternity of 
misery ; that I did not pray in my family, &c. &c. 
The whole of this, gentlemen, was a fabrication* 
But by whom was it fabricated ? Surely not by 
my friends ; for they would not seek my injury. 
With whom, then, did these fabrications originate? 

Such fabrications are not peculiar to your re- 
vival, they are common to all. During the short 
period of my ministry, I have been converted, ac- 
cording to report, about ten times ! The story of 
my conversion has been told in various revival 
meetings, in different parts of the country ; and, for 
aught I know, many have been converted by it ! 

Similar fabrications have been circulated about> 
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almost every Universalist clergyman with which I 
am acquainted ! Messrs. Ballon, Streeter, Whitte- 
more, Cobb, and Ohapin have in numerous cases 
been converted, and great glorifications have been 
bad in consequence thereof. 

One of these fabrications was recently circulated 
in Providence. Rev. Mr. Balch, now of New 
York, but recently of P., was said to have re- 
no'unced Universalism ; the news spread as on the 
very wings of light ; it was a choice matter for the 
revivalists, and they discoursed upon it, and re- 
joiced over it, with great joy ! The Universal- 
ists were taunted with it at every corner of the 
streets, and, when passing along in the city, they 
were hailed by partialists from their windows, 
and crowed over. A letter was despatched to 
Fall River, and read in a revival meeting, and 
scenes like those we have just described were 
witnessed there. So great was the effect in Provi- 
dence, that our friends sent for Mr. Balch to come 
and refute the slander ! 

Now, gentlemen, this is a serious business, and 
I cannot look at it without a deep feeling of mel- 
ancholy. Have you many among you like the 
lady who said, in relation to these stories, — What 
if they are Ues? they are told for- the good of the 
church ! ! 

You will say, perhaps, that such stories originate 
innocently, or are started by the mischievous, for 
the purpose of a little merriment. That would do 
were the cases not so frequent ; but when they 
crowd upon us by scores in a week, your solution 
is wholly unsatisfactory. 



R. H. NEALE, AND R. W. CUSHMAK. 45 

One thing is admitted, — all revivalists have aa 
eye and an ear for the marvellous. A love of the 
marvellous is incorporated into their souls in the 
process of their conversion. All revival preaching 
is of the marvellous character. The same is true 
of the praying and exhorting, of revival stories and 
experiences. In every revival meeting, you will 
hear a great deal about marvellous conversions, 
marvellous preachers, marvellous dreams, mar- 
vellous discoveries, marvellous conflicts, and mar- 
vellous deaths. 

I will give you a specimen. Mr. Wesley says, — 
" Friday 9, I was a little surprised at some who 
were buffeted of Satan in an unusual manner, by 
such a spirit of laughter as they could in no wise 
resist, though it was pain and grief unto them. I 
could scarce have believed the account they gave 
me, had I not known the same thing ten or eleven 
years ago. Part of Sunday my brother and I then 
used to spend in walking in the meadows and 
singing psalms. But one day, just as we were be- 
ginning to sing, he burst out into a loud laughter. 
I asked him if he was distracted, and began 
to be very angry, and presently after to laugh as 
loud as he. Nor could we possibly refrain, though 
we were ready to tear ourselves in pieces ; but we 
were forced to go home without singing another 
line." (Vol. i. p. 317.) 

Again, he says, " Forty or fifty of those who 
were seeking salvation desired leave to spend the 
night together, at the Society-Room, in prayer and 

giving thanks. Before ten I left them, and lay 

5* 
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down. But I oould have qo quiet rest, being quite 
nneasy in my sleep, as I found others were too, 
that were asleep in other parts of the house* Be- 
tween two and three in the morning I was awaked, 
and desifed to come down stairs. I immediately 
heard such a confused noise, as if a number of men 
Were all putting to the sword. It increased when 
I came intoHhe room and began to pray. One 
whom I particularly observed to be roaring aloud 

for pain was J—— W , who bad been always 

till then very sure that * none cried out but hypo*- 

crites.' So bad Mrs. S ms also. Rit she too 

now cried to God with a loud and bitter cry. It 
was not long before God heard from his holy 
place. He spake, and all our souls were com- 
forted. He bruised Satan under our feet, and 
sorrow and sighing fled away.'* (Vol. i. p. 326.) 

That Mr. Wesley was honest in the views here 
advanced, I have no doubt ; but it is quite another 
matter to believe he was correct. I am willing to 
concede as much in relation to revivalists in gen- 
eral. I presume they sincerely believe all they 
say, about conflicts with the devil, and the work- 
ings of the Spirit. Believing in such manifes- 
tations and operations^ they are constantly, in times 
of excitement, looking for some great display of 
grace. Living in such expectation, they are al- 
ways prepared to give full credit to the wildest 
rumor ever circulated. But, after making all this 
allowance, I find nothing by which to account for 
the origin of the fabrications alluded to. How can 
honest people be constantly falling into such mis- 
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takes? Why da not liberal Cfaristiatis circulate 
such fabrications respecting partialists ? Why do 
we never, in our meetings, seek to excite an in* 
terest in our favor, by reporting the conversion of 
this or that man ? 

Such are the fabrications of revivalists, and such 
the probability that they were conceived in sin, 
and brought forth in iniquity ; and by these, gen-> 
tiemen, revivals are got up, and carried on ! More 
than one half the stir you had was produced by 
fabrications that were utterly groundless ! And 
yet you pretend that the stir was the work of 
God ! ! I am amazed! I can hardly conceive that 
you should be serious in such a pretence. Re- 
vivals the work of God, and yet the principal 
means by which they are got up are fabrications !! 
Terily this is an age of wonders ! 

I will close what I have to say in this letter by 
an extract from Dr. Sprague's Sermon, on " The 
general means of producing and promoting re- 
vivab.'* 

'^ Another characteristic of the means which God 
approves for carrying forward a revival, and closely 
connected with the preceding, is honesty ; by 
which I mean the opposite of all worldly artifice. 

'^ It is true, indeed, that mere sincerity does not 
constitute religion ; because a man may be very 
sincere in that which is very wrong ; nevertheless, 
there is no religion without sincerity ; and, while 
the gospel abounds in direct exhortations to cul- 
tivate it, the general tendency of the gospel is to 
form a perfectly honest character. Now, in ac- 
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cordance with this general feature of Christianity, 
every measure, which is adopted for bringing 
sinners to repentance, ought to be marked by 
entire Christian sincerity. ;The maxim, that the end 
justifies the means, has sometimes been adopted 
in this department of Christian duty ; and there is 
reason to fear that ministers, and good ministers 
too, have acted under its influence ; and, instead of 
preaching God's truth in all its length and breadth, 
have selected some particular parts of it to the ex- 
clusion of others, thus separating things which God 
hath joined together; and, instead of preaching 
God's truth just as it is, they have made high- 
wrought and over-strained statements, which the 
Bible does not authorize ; and this they have done 
from a conviction that such statements are best 
adapted to produce powerful impression, as if the 
word of God would be tame and powerless if it 
should come forth in its native simplicity. I con- 
fess I know not how to characterize this in juster 
terms, than that it is ' handling God's word de- 
ceitfully.' It were presumption in any one to 
suppose that God has revealed any thing which is 
not profitable, or that he has omitted any thing 
which is important. What God requires his min- 
isters to do, is not to frame any thing new, or even 
to correct or revise his own word, but to dispense 
it just as they receive it at his hands ; and, if they 
do this, he will take care for consequences. But 
if they adopt any different course, they may fairly 
expect that, in some way or other, the divine dis- 
pleasure will be visited upon their presumption. 
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" And what is true of the preaching of the word, 
is equally true of all other means for carrying for- 
ward a revival : they must all be characterized 
by Christian honesty, — honesty as well towards 
God, in whose service they are professedly em- 
ployed, as towards the immortal souls whose sal- 
vation they are designed to effect." 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER V. 

Contents. — Contradictory Views of Revrivalists — Calvinism — 
Methodism — Christianism — Elder Knapp dooming Dr. Chan- 
ning to Hell -^ Extract from Burcliard on Christianism — If 
Christians are Infidels, how do they get up their Revivals — Ex- 
tract from Burchard on Calvinism — If Methodists are not 
Christians, how do they produce Revivals — Baptist Creed — 
Wesley against Calvinism — If Calvinijm is wrong, how do 
Calvinists create their Stirs — Revivalists condemn each other — 
Three Revivals, under the charge of Messrs. Kirk, Maffit, and 
Himes — The conversion of three Sisters to as many Creeds — 
The Convert is like his Priest in Spirit and Character. 

Rev. Gentlemen, — Revivals are common 
among the followiug sects, — Calvinistic Congre- 
gationalists, Baptists^ Methodists, and Christians. 
In the doctrines of these sects, there is an assen- 
tial difference. The Congregationahsts and Bap- 
tists are believers in Calvinism ; the Methodists in 
Arminianism, and the Christians in the Divine 
Unity, as held by Unitarians. In their preaching 
the distinctive features of the doctrines they hold 
are manifest. Having never heard you all preach, 
I cannot speak with regard to the doctrines of your 
discourses, though I suppose you preach according 
to your confession of faith ; and in this I find tlje 
doctrine of election and reprobation. 

If, then, your system of faith is right, Method- 
ism is wrong ; for that teaches that no man is 
elected or reprobated, but that Christ died for all, 
and that salvation is perfectly free for all, and that 
all may be saved if they will. 
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With the Methodists, however, you agree in say- 
ing, that Christ is God, and that he died as a sub- 
stitute for sinners ; and thus, you unite with them 
in opposition to the Christians who reject the 
doctrines of the Trinity and vicarious atonement. 

Notwithstanding these great differences in doc- 
trine, you are all equally successful in producing 
stirs, and frightening people into the church ; at 
least, you all have stirs. 

Here I must ask your aid. Elder Knapp has 
declared repeatedly, in this city, that no man is a 
Christian who denies the supreme Divinity of Je- 
sus Christ. He has represented all who entertain 
such an opinion as on the road to hell ! I have no 
time to contrast his character with such men as 
Channing, Barrett, and Gannett, and show how 
infinitely they are above him in all the virtues that 
constitute the Christian. Neither have I time to 
expose the presumption and eflFrontery of a man 
who would doom to an endless hell such men as 
those to which I have referred. Look at the idea 
a moment coolly. Elder Knapp doomed Dr. 
Channing to hell ! and you, gentlemen, sat and 
heard it, and looked serious! What a farce ! You 
know that you would a thousand times prefer the 
chance of Dr. Channing to that of Elder Knapp! 

But to the difficulty. According to your leader 
and expounder, our Christian brethren are all down- 
right infidels, and bound to hell ! Burchard talked 
in the same style about them. In a discourse at 
Woodstock, Vt., he said : J 

" The Christian doctrine is the most deceptive 
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that ever came from hell. And, if Christ isn^t the 
Yery God, those who depend upon him for salva- 
lion depend upon a rope of sand, which will pre* 
dpitate them into eternal Tiell. The angel Gabriel 
has as much as he can possibly do to sustain him- 
self in heaven, and so has Jesus Christ, if he 4s nH 
the true God himself. He can barely maintain his 
own standing, without saving one soul from hell. 
If Jesus Christ is not God Almighty, the Bible is 
a tissue of lies from Genesis to Revelation ; a 
most abominable imposition. The Unitarians, 
Christians, Socinians, Restorationists, Universalists, 
and Campbellites have brought in a damnable 
heresy, and will all go to hell, where they ought to 
be. If Christ is n't God, Mahomet was a prince on 
his throne, compared with him, and Trinitarians 
will go to hell. They are all idolaters ; and you 
all admit that idolaters ought to be damned. Da- 
vid, Jeremiah, St. Paul, Latimer, Cranmer, Fene- 
Ion, Masillon, [Roman Catholics !] Calvin, White- 
field, Wesley, Edwards, Tennent, and millions of 
others, are now in hell. They ought to be there 
to all eternity, if Jesus Christ is n't God Almighty. 
" The errorists will be asked, when they get to 
heaven, if they believe in the Deity of Christ, and 
will answer, * No.' Then depart into everlasting 
fire, &c. But the Orthodox will be asked the 
same question, and they will reply. We are rotten 
from head to foot, but believe in the Deity of 
Christ ; and without further ceremony, they will 
be told to enter into the joy of their Lord. I 
never knew a person to give evidence of salvation. 



R. H. NEALE, AND B. W. CUSHMAN. 53 

who did not believe that Christ is very God. 
Those' who deny this have no genuine revivals. 
I would as soon expect a revival in hell as among 
them. They make proselytes to their Mse doc- 
trine ; but make converts for hell, 

'' If a Unitarian minister tells me be has made 
three hundred converts in the course of his minis- 
try, I reply, he has made just that number of con- 
verts for eternal hell, to curse God and their minis- 
ter to all eternity. A preacher who denies the de- 
ity of Christ, therefore, is a most horrid murderer. 
He is worse than a murderer, and I will prove it. 
Hark! look here, — suppose a Spaniard is walking 
along with an Orthodox Christian ; he drs^ws, his 
dagger, stabs him to the heart, and he go&s right 
to heaven. Well, he is a murderer. But a Uni- 
tarian minister, who is a very learned and moral 
man, comes to a Trinitarian Christian, and by art 
and persuasion makes him disbelieve in the deity 
of Christ. The man lives a Christian life, to all 
appearance, dies, and goes to eternal damnatioUi 
believing that lie. Now, is n't this preacher infin- 
itely worse than the murderer? Don't ye see? 
I repeat, then, that every minister who denies the 
Trinity is worse, infinitely worse, than a mur- 
derer. 

"But you will think, perhaps, that I am un- 
charitable, for they are sincere. Yes ,• but are 
things true, because people sincerely believe them ? 
Then you may steal, rob, murder, because you are 
sincere, and go to heaven, ha! Look here, — tell 
me, Henry, how many two and two make. He 

6 
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answers, " It makes seven ; " and he is sincere. 
But does that make it right? We know the 
Unitarians, Christians, Universalists, &c. are sin- 
cere, and they will be sincerely damned, too, for 
giving God the lie. All churches that deny the 
deity of Christ are churches of the devil. The 
devil hates that doctrine worse than all things else, 
and so do they. The doctrine of the Trinity is the 
foundation of all true religion. A person who is 
really converted is full of the deity of Christ — 
eternal damnation — and the Holy Spirit. He 
glories in these doctrines. Men may be sincere ia 
hell as well as heaven ; and I would no more pray 
for the salvation of a sincere Universalist than I 
would for a damned spirit in hell." — Mirror of 
Fanaticism^ pp. 159 — 162. 

There, gentlemen, that is exactly in the Knapp 
style. Our Christian brethren, then, are infidels ; 
and yet they can get up as good a revival as 
Elder Knapp at any time. Some of the greatest 
revivals ever tnown have been among that 
sect. What produced them ? God's Spirit ? O no, 
God's Spirit would not crown the labors of infi- 
dels with success. Their revivals therefore are 
the work of men. But are not the subjects of 
them just as sure that their conversion is the work 
of the Spirit as are the subjects of your revival ? 

Let us leave the Christians, and pass to a con- 
sideration of the Methodists. What say Orthodox 
revivalists in regard to them ? Hear Burchard : he 
says : 

" I have come to teach transgressors, who de- 
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serve to go to hell, the way of salvation. Hark ! 
look here, — I preach salvation from hell ac- 
cording to the eternal purpose and decree of Al- 
migh'y God. I tell you, sinners of Woodstock, 
that, unless you are saved from eternal hell accord- 
ing to God's eternal counsel and purpose,^ as de- 
clared right here, in the 3d chapter of Ephesians, 
you will be damned eternally. Some preachers 
are afraid to preach the plan of salvation, as the 
Scriptures declare it. They darsn't say to trans- 
gressors, you will go to hell and be danified eter- 
nally, unless God has elected you to eternal life, 
and decreed your salvation according to his unal- 
terable purpose. They are afraid of offending 
some of the church that can't bear this doctrine, 
or some of the congregation that do n't like such 
harsh preaching. So ihey fritter, and fritter, and 
fritter away the doctrine of election, and decrees, 
and endless damnation,, till it is good for just noth- 
ing at all. They are afraid to say, sinner, you 
will go to hell and be damned forever, unless God 
Almighty elected you to eternal life, before the 
world was made, the planets moved, or the sun 
shone in the firmament. They want to please ev- 
ery body, — so they speak smooth things, and 
spend a whole week in writing one or two dis- 
courses, which they deliver on the Sabbath, in such 
a genteel way that nobody is offended. The 
hearers say, what a mild preacher we have got 
here ! how pleasantly he speaks ! He do n't preach 
about decrees, and purposes, and eternal damna- 
tion. He is a fine man ; come, let us go over to the 
tavern and take something to drink. Ha ! that 's 
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the way then, is it, to teach transgressors ? Thi 
way to lead them t^ hell!! Never was a sinner 
truly converted to God by such miserable stuff. ] 
have no allusion to the preaching here, nor to any 
person now present. But I tell you that I an't 
afraid to preach Calvinism. Thank God, I am a 
Calvinisty and an't ashamed to own it. God Al- 
mighty knows that, if the doctrine of election isn't 
true, I shall be damned as sure as there is an eter- 
nal hell for sinners ! All my hope is in this glori- 
ous doctrine, connected with effecttuil calling, and 
the final salvation of all God 's elect. I was as 
abominable a rebel against the law of God, till I 
was four and twenty years old, as ever trod the 
earth, — rushing headlong to eternal perdition ! 
What could have saved me then, short of the elec* 
tion, purpose, and decree of God ? Look here, you 
hell-deserving sinner ! what can save you, if the 
doctrine of election isn't true, as declared right 
here, sir, in the ninth chapter of Romans : ' God 
will have mercy on whom he will have mercy ;' 
that is, on all his elect people, and the rest he will 
send to helj. If I didn't believe this, I would 
shut this Bible and go right down out of this desk. 
But I do believe it — I glory in it — and, if I had 
it in my power, I would write it on every object 
in creation, and hang it up on a fised star. 
Though I am but a feeble piece of clay, yet I am 
called of God, and wedged in under the altar, that 
I may cry to Almighty God to save his elect, by 
causing the light of his eternal purposes to shine up- 
on them and start them up, that they may be saved 
from hell." — Mirror of Fanaticism, pp. 76 — 78^ 
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Here the Methodists are swept from the list of 
saints, and Calvinism is held up as the gospel. 
This is too bad ; for Methodists originated revivals. 
Not only did they originate them^ but for many 
years, were this people denounced as fanatics, by 
the Orthodox, for getting up revivals. I suppose, 
however, you will acknowledge that Bnrchard is 
correct, for your creed is Calvinistic. But if you 
do, how will you account for their revivals ? Will 
you say they are the work of man ? 

It is now time to let the Methodists spaak.. Do 
they allow that Calvinism, is the truth ?^ Hear 
what Wesley says in relation to that doctrine, as 
set forth in your confession ; — I say, as set forth 
there ; because it is expressed cautiously, and evi- 
dently with a design to keep out of sight the odious 
doctrine of reprobation. Mr. Wegley says : 

" But methinks I hear one say, * This is not 
the predestination which I* hold. I hold only the 
election of grace. What I believe is no more 
than this, that God, before the foundatioiv of the 
world, did elect a certain number of men to be 
justified, sanctified^ acid glorified. Now^ all these 
will be saved, and none else; for the rest of man- 
kind God lejELves- to themselves. So they follow 
the imaginations of their own hearts, which are 
only evil continually, and waxing worse and worse, 
are, at length, justly punished with everlasting 
destruction.' 

" Is this all the predestination which you hold ? 
Consider. Perhaps this is not all. Do you not 
believe * God ordained them to this very thing ? ' 

6* 
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If SO, you believe the whole decree ; you hold pre- 
destination in the full sense, which has been above 
described. But, it may be, you think you do not. 
Do not you, then, believe that God hardens the 
hearts of them that perish ? Do not you believe 
He (literally) hardened Pharaoh's heart, and that 
for this end he raised him up (or created him?) 
Why, this amounts to just the same thing. If you 
believe Pharaoh, or any other man upon earth, 
was created for this end, to be damned, you hdld 
all that has been said of predestination. And 
there is no need you should add, that God seconds 
his decree, which is supposed unchangeable and 
irresistible, by hardening the hearts of those vessels 
of wrath whom that decree had before fitted for 
destruction, 

^\ Well ; but it may be you do not believe even 
this. You do not hold any decree of reprobation. 
You do not think God decrees any man to be 
iiamned, nor hardens, nor irresistibly fits him for 
damnation. You only say, *God eternally de- 
creed that, all being dead in sin, he would say to 
some of the dry bones, live, and to others he 
would not. Tliat, consequently, these should be 
made alive, and those abide in death ; these should 
glorify God by their salvation, £md those by their 
destruction.' 

" Is not this what you mean by the election of 
grace 7 If it be, I would ask one or two ques- 
tions : Are any who are not thus elected saved ? 
or were any from the foundation of the world? 
Is it possible any man should be saved, unless he 
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be thus elected ? If you say iVb, you are but 
where you were. You are not got one hair's 
breadth farther. You still believe that, in conse- 
quence of an unchangeable, irresistible decree of 
God, the greater part of mankind abide in death, 
without any possibility of redemption ; inasmuch 
as none can save them but God ; and he will not 
save them. You believe he hath absolutely de- 
creed not to save them ; and what is this but de- 
creeing to damn them? It is, in effect, neither 
more nor less: it comes to the same thing. For, if 
you are dead, and altogether unable to make your- 
self alive, then, if God has absolutely decreed he 
will make only others alive, and not you, he hath 
absolutely decreed your everlasting death ; you are 
absolutely consigned to damnation. .£o, then, 
though you use softer words than som§i) you mean 
the self-same thing. And God's decree concerning 
the election of grace, according to your own ac- 
coun't of it, amounts to neither more nor less than 
what others call * God's decree of reprobation ? ' 

" Call it, therefore, by whatever name you 
please, — * election, pretention, predestination, or 
reprobation,' — it comes, in the end, to the same 
thing. The sense of all is plainly this : ' By virtue 
of an eternal, unchangeable, irresistible decree of 
God, one part of mankind are infallibly saved, and 
the rest infallibly damned ; it being impossible that 
any of the former should be damned, or that any 
of the latter' should be saved.' 

** But if this be so, then all preaching is vain. 
It is needless to them that are elected. For they, 
whether with preaching ox without, will infallibly 
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be saved. Therefore the end of preaching, ' to 
save souls,' is void with regard to them. And it 
is useless to them that are not elected, for they 
cannot possibly be saved. They, whether with 
preaching or without, will infallibly be damned. 
The end of preaching is, therefore, void with re- 
gard to them likewise ; so that, in either case, our 
preaching is vain, as your hearing is also vain. 

" This, then, is a plain proof that the doctrine 
of predestination is not a doctrine of God, because 
it makes void the ordinance of God : and G;od is 
not divided against himselV^ -^Wesley^sWarkSf 
vol. vi. pp. 116, 117. 

Thus you are cutoff, or, at least, represefited as 
holding to doctrines which have no authority from 
the Bible. How, then, do you get up revivals ? 
Does the . Holy Ghost make use of your, errors in 
the work of conversion? Or do you, in revivals, 
preach Arminianism? 

What a delightful state of things! Hef« are 
three systems of doctrines, and all are proved false ; 
and that^ too, when each system is effectual in pro- 
ducing revivals ! Do you wish for any fiKriier 
proof that modern revivals are the work of men? 

Suppose a case : suppose there are three revivals 
in progress at one time, in Boston. One is under 
the charge of Dr. Kirk, one under the charge of 
Professor Maffit, and the other under the enlarge 
of Eider Himes. Three nervou&.sisters attend the 
revival meetings, but they go to different^ones. At 
length the three are converted, af)d;«become church 
members. One is an Orthodox, the other a Meth- 
odist, and the other a Christian. All say they are 
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right, and received their doctrine direct from God ! 
All are miraculously converted, yet converted to 
different faiths ! Now, gentlemen, we must say, 
first, that the Holy Ghost teaches damnable here- 
sies ; or, second, that these females are deceived, 
and that what they imagine is the work of God, is 
really the work of man. 

Let me ask you to follow out this idea. The 
converts of Elder Knapp all see the dreadful falla- 
cy of Universalism and Unitarianism ; the Holy 
Ghost, they say, exhibits these heresies in their 
true character. How, then, does it happen, that 
the converts of Elder Himes are, so far as the Trin- 
ity is concerned, Unitarians? Why did the Holy 
Ghost teach them a destructive heresy ? 

The truth is, the people are converted to the 
doctrine which they hear during the revitral. If 
the operator rails violently against Universalism, 
the convert imbibes his spirit, and adopts his viewisf. 
If the opposition is to Unitarianism, Christianism, 
Catholicism, the effect is of a corresponding char- 
acter. I have known converts to hate the Bap- 
tists, and ascribe their hatred to God's Spirit, just 
as Elder Enapp's converts hate the Unitarians and 
Universalists. 

The subjects of the revival, therefore, are merely 
the clay in the hands of the minister, who fashions 
them after his own image. This conclusion is un- 
avoidable, and shows that God has no special agen- 
cy in the work. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER YI, 

Contents. — The preaching of Christ and the Apostles — Their 
Dennnciations — Preaching of Revivalists — Constantly dwell 
upon Hell — They preach a literal Fire in Hell — Roasting in 
Hell — (Quotation from Ambrose — Intensity of Hell Torments 

— Mr. Knapp's Dream — Story of Ambrose — The Vindictive 
Spirit with which Denunciations are dealt out — Duration of 
Hell — Ctuotation from Edwards on this — No authority for 
such preaching — Sinners described as hanging over Hell — 
Time Short — Death at the Door — Revival Preaching Terrific 

— Elder Knapp- and God's Love — Dr. A. Clarke's description 
of a Preacher and the Gospel Supposition ia regard to Mr. Miller 

— People frightened by the falling of the Stars — Revivals pro- 
duced by fear. 

Rev. Gentlemen, — Christ and the apostles 
never labored to produce those morbid excite- 
ments which are the great aim of revival preach- 
ing. This will be evident by considering their 
descriptions of God and his punishments. 

In his sermon on the mount, the Saviour gives 
his first description of the divine character; but, 
instead of painting him as a tyrant, burning with 
vindictive wrath and cruelty, hardly restraining 
his vengeance from breaking in an endless storm 
upon the world, he summons to his aid all that is 
rich and beautiful and sublime in nature, to rei>- 
resent that love which encircles in its arms the 
whole family of man, and that grace which flows 
out to the most guilty. God, he says, loves his 
enemies, blesses those who curse him, and does 
good to those who hate him. He maketh his sun 
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to rise and his rain to descend upon the evil and 
the good. And this is the uniform language of 
the New Testament. There is none good but 
one, and that is Ood. God is love ; God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all. God will have 
all men to be saved. Herein is love, — not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 
We read of his great love, wherewith he loved us, 
when we were dead in trespasses and sins ; of his 
exceeding great and precious promises, and of the 
unsearchable riches of his grace. . In one word, 
God is styled the Father of lights, from whom 
cometh down every good and every perfect gift, 
and with whom is neither variableness nor the 
shadow of turning. 

These endearing representations of God, instead 
of raising a tumultuous excitement among the 
people, and causing them to tremble in frightful 
agony, and run wild with despair, filled their 
hearts with the most grateful emotions, and caused 
them to look up to their Creator as their Father, 
Friend, and Saviour, to feel that his love infinitely 
transcends all human affection, that his eye con- 
stantly watches over them for good, and that his 
guardian Providence will finally exalt them to 
the skies. Hence shouts of victory, songs of joy 
and gladness, followed the labors of Jesus and his 
apostles. Thus it is said, " we rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ j " " there was great 
joy in that city," and "they rejoiced the more, 
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saying, then hath God also to the Gentiles granted 
repentance unto life." 

In revival preaching, we look in vain for these 
endearing views, of God, this fatherly affection, 
this undying love, this overflowing goodness. The 
first great aim of revivalists is, to fix deeply in the 
soul the impression that God is terribly angry 
with sinners, that he is about to rise up in his 
wrath, and, with an arm of infinite vengeance, 
smite them down to a world of endless agony. In 
language bold, extravagant, shocking, they tell of 
his unrelenting justice, of his quenchless anger, 
and all his mighty machinery of torture. Thus a 
panic is raised, fear seizes the multitude, reason is 
dethroned, and in groans of despair, and with 
frightful contortions of face, the terror-stricken, 
anxious souls tumultuously inquire how they can 
avert the anger or propitiate the favor of an en- 
raged Deity. And this excitement is called a 
revival.' And so it is a revival, — a revival of fears 
and doubts, of distressing apprehensions, of dread- 
ful forebodings, — a revival such as the primitive 
Christians never witnessed. Thus do we see the 
infinite difference between revival descriptions of 
God, and those given in the New Testament. 
While the former make anger and revenge and 
cruelty his distinctive characteristics, the latter 
represent him as the perfection of love, mercy, and 
kindness, as an unchanging friend of humanity. 

This difference is equally great on the subject of 
punishment. Upon the Jews, that hardened and 
rebellious people, that formal, canting nation of 
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hypocrites, who used every effort to shut up the 
kingdom of heaven against men, who oppressed 
the widow and the orphan, who were full of ex- 
tortion and excess, Jesus only once threatened the 
damnation of hell ; and then under circumstances 
which indisputably prove that he referred to a 
temporal punishment, and had no reference to a 
state of endless woe. 

Peter, who had so many thousands as seals of 
his ministry, whose labors were so abundantly 
blessed, in all his preaching, only once used a 
wOrd which is rendered hell. (The learned agree 
in saying this does not signify endless woe.) 
Paul, whose bursting eloquence held in the silence 
of death the thronged multitude, whose profound 
discourses fastened conviction upon learned phi- 
losophers, whose appeals to the conscience ar- 
rested the attention of the careless, — Paul, who 
carried the conquests of truth into the camp of liis 
enemies, never once threatened sinners with hell. 
These great apostles were called to address the 
vilest of sinners, but in all cases they were silent 
about endless woe. Peter, for instance, in the 
discourse where he accused the Jews of denying 
the Holy One and the Just, of killing the Prince 
of life, denounced no other punishment than that 
they should be cut off from among the people. 
Paul, when arraigned before the high priest of the 
Jews, who judged and punished him contrary to 
the law, instead of painting, in the lively colors of 
imagination, the terrors of hell, simply says, " Cfod 
shall smite thee, thou wbited wall." i 

7 
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Everlastings in connection with punishment^ is 
used only twice in the Old Testament, — three times 
in St. Matthew's Gospel, once in St. Mark's, and 
once in all the writings of St. Paul. St. Lnke 
never uses it, and St. John neither in his Gospel 
nor Epistles. It is not found in all the apostles' 
preaching, recorded in Acts, nor in the writings 
of James and Peter. 

How widely different is this from revival preach- 
ing ! In that, hell^ with its gnawing worms, its 
devouring flames, its racks of torture, its despairing 
groans, its undying agonies, is the great topic of 
discourse. Extinguish the flames of this, and the 
right arm of a revival preacher is nerveless ; his 
wonder-working power is gone ; the sighs and 
groans of his people die away, cheerfulness is re- 
stored to their hearts, and the strange fire burns 
no longer on the sacred altar* 

Hence the great importance which all revivalists 
attach to the eternity of torture. Instead of seek- 
ing to draw men to God by the attractive power 
of love, they seek to drive them by the fear of 
hell. 

There are several characteristics in the preach- 
ing of revivalists, which it may be well to notice 
with particular care. 

1. The constancy with which they dwell itpon 
hell. How many times, gentlemen, do you sup- 
pose your leader used this word during a single 
week of his revival ? Would a thousand times be 
a large estimate ? No, — you will say it would be 
a small estimate. A thousand times in one week ! 



R. H. NEALE, AND R. W. CUSHMAN. 67 

Ten thousand times in ten weeks ! ! Now look at 
Paul. How many times, during his long ministry, 
did he use it ? Come, gentlemen, take your Tes- 
taments, and look over his sermons and epistles, 
and give an answer. The truth is, as we have 
seen, he did not once threaten sinners with hell ! 
And yet you say Mr. Knapp is a true follower of 
St. Paul ! 

2. The nature of hell torments. What are your 
views on this subject? Do you believe in the abr 
surdity pf a literal fire ? No, gentlemen, you be- 
lieve nothing of the kind. Neither is there an 
educated clergyman in Boston that believes any 
thing of the kind. You understand that the 
phrases hell fire and fire and brimstone are figures 
of speech. If I am wrong in this supposition, I 
will take the earliest opportunity to make a cor- 
rection, however much I may feel mortified at the 
slow advances you are making in biblical knowl- 
edge. But I am not wrong ; you certainly have 
outgrown the idea of a literal fire in hell ; and, 
yet, a literal fire was the notion preached during 
your revival ! We were told about sinners roast- 
ing in hell. So vivid were the descriptions of the 
fire, that some of the more ignorant and nervous 
ones fancied they could see the flames. Think of 
it, — roasting in hell ! What a brutal fancy must 
that man have, who could conceive of such an 
idea ! Roasting ! Now is not that downright 
barbarism ! Does \\\e Bible justify any in preach- 
ing such horrid and disgusting cruelties? I think 
your elder must be familiar with the famous 
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sermon on Doom's Day, by Isaac Ambrose ; for not 
only does he agree with him in regard to a literal 
fire, but in talking of hell as though he had wit- 
nessed its tortures. I will give you a specimen of 
Ambrose. He says, — 

" Imagine what welcome shall be to the damned 
sonls. Their eyes shall startle, their ears glow, 
their nostrils suck up flames, their mouths taste 
bitterness, and for the sense of feeling, they are 
wrapped in grisly embraces of stinging and stink- 
ing flames." "Hell torments are to the uttermost 
extremity ,• the fire is an hundred times hotter than 
the fire of Nebuchadnezzar's furnace, that was 
heated seven times hotter than at usual times." 
" When the damned have drunken down whole 
draughts of brimstone one day, they n^ust do the 
same another day. The eye shall be tormented 
with the sight of devils, the ears with the hideous 
yellings and outcries of the damned in flames, the 
nostrils shall be smothered as it were with brim- 
stone J the hand, the foot, the tongue, and every 
part, shall fry in flames." 

See the resemblance, — " Fry in flames " — 
" Roasting in helU^ But, gentlemen, this idle 
fancy, this bugbear, had its agency in your revi- 
val ; and yet you claim that the revival was God's 
work ! 

3. Dwelling upon the intensity of hell torture. 
This is an important part of revival preaching. 
The suffering of the lost is described as intense 
beyond endurance. Listen to any revivalist, and 
yoa will see that such is the case. Let me call 
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yonr attention to a dream by your leader, related 
to illustrate the torture of hell. I give it as taken 
down by a reporter. It related to two Universalist 
clergymen of Vermont, one of whom he said be- 
came converted. I can give only the conclusion 
of the dream. It reads, — 

" We then went in ; and, as we passed along, we 
saw here and there groups of miserable, forsa- 
ken-looking people, conversing together. By and 
by we saw afar oflf the other Universalist minis- 
ter, with his hands tied behind him. Soon the 
devil came along with an iron crowbar and a basin 
of boiling lava ; and, prying open the mouth of the 
minister with the crowbar, he poured the whole 
basin of boiling lava right down the man's throat ; 
and, O! it was an awful sight to see the blue 
smoke roll out of his mouth, ears, nostrils, and ev- 
ery pore of his body ! " 

Thus endeth the dream. But the wonder was, 
that the first thing he heard the next morning was 
the death of the minister he had dreamed about. 

This, gentlemen, is very much like a story re- 
lated by Ambrose. He says, — 

" I have read somewhere, that a voluptuous . 
man, dying and going to this place, was saluted in 
the following fearful manner: First, Lucifer com- 
mands to fetch him a chair, and forthwith a red- 
hot iron chair was brought, (all sparkling with 
fire.) and he set thereupon. This done, Lucifer 
commands again to fetch him drink, and drink of 
melted lead was brought him in a cup, which they 
poured into his open mouth ; anon it came running 

7* 
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out of all his members. This done, Lucifer com- 
mands again, that, according to his usage, they 
tboald fetch him musicians to make him merry ; 
and a sort of musicians came, with red-hot glowing 
trumpets, and sounded them at his ears ; anon there 
came sparks of fire leaping out of his mouth, his 
eyes, his nostrils, and all about him. This done, 
Lucifer commands again, that, according to his 
wonted manner, he should have his concubines ; 
and, upon this, they bring him to a bed of fire^ 
where furies give him kisses, fiery serpents hug 
about him, and the gnawing worms suck blood 
from his heart and breast forever and ever." 

Such are some of the figures and stories by 
which the intensity of hell torture is described. I 
do not say they are generally of this coarse and 
revolting character, but this I say, — ^Ae figures 
used are all falser and wholly unauthorized by the 
Bible, I say^ too, that not a single instafice can 
be produced where the inspired writers sought by 
any such descriptions to excite the multitude. 
Where do you find them expatiating, in revival 
style, upon the intensity of future agony ? Still, 
this is the way revivals are got up ! ! Revival 
preachers describe it by every figure which the 
most fruitful imagination can invent. Mr. Knapp's 
uncultivated fancy was exceedingly prolific in im- 
agery to set forth this agony. He dwelt upon it 
somewhat in the spirit with which the revengeful 
assail an enemy, or resist an attack upon their 
rights ; and he seemed to feel and preach as though 
he should relish the damnation of any man who 
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would not be converted by him. I do not mean 
by this, that he is more likely id err here than 
any one entertaining his opinions: I am aware 
that the evil of which I speak has been commoQ 
among preachers of endless misery. It is natural 
that it should be ; for even the lawyer, who pleads 
against the life of an individual, not unfrequently 
feels, in the excitement of the moment, as though 
he could enjoy to look upon the execution of the 
accused. Partialist ministers have often spoken of 
the evil of which I complain, and rebuked it in 
much stronger language than what I employ. I 
wonder not that they should rebuke it ; for it is 
indescribably horrid to see a man deal out threat* 
enings against sinners in the spirit of revenge. 

4. Dwelling upon the duration of misery* It 
has fallen to my lot to hear, on several occasions, 
what are termed revival preachers ; and they all 
expatiated with great earnestness on the intermi- 
nable nature of torture. They preached much in 
the style of Dr. Edwards, whom we have seen 
was a leader in the revival cause. Allow me to 
give a single extract from one of his sermons : 

" Do but consider what it is to suffer extreme 
torment forever and ever; to suffer it day and 
night, from one day to another, from one age to 
another, from one thousand ages to another ; and 
in adding age to age, and thousands to thousands, 
in pain, in wailing and lamentation, groaning and 
shrieking, and gnashing your teeth ; with your 
souls full of dreadful grief and amazement, with 
your bodies and every member full of racking tCMr- 
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ture, without any possibility of getting ease ; with- 
out any possibility of moving God to pity by your 
cries; without any possibility of hiding your- 
selves from him ; without any possibility of di- 
verting your thoughts from your pain ; without 
any possibility of obtaining any manner of mit- 
igation, or help, or change for the better any 
way. Do but consider how dreadful despair will 
be in such torment. How dismal it will be, when 
you are under these racking torments, to know as- 
suredly that you never, never shall be delivered 
from them ; to have no hope ; when you shall 
wish that you might be turned into nothing, but 
shall have no hope of it ; when you shall wish 
that you might be turned into a toad or a serpent, 
but shall have no hope of it j when you would 
rejoice if you might but have any relief, after you 
shall have endured these torments millions of ages, 
but shall have no hope of it ; when, after you shall 
have worn out the age of the sun, moon, and 
stars, in your dolorous groans and lamentations, 
without rest day or night, or one minute's ease, 
yet you shall have no hope of ever being deliver- 
ed ; when, after you shall have worn out a thou- 
sand more such ages, yet you shall have no hope, 
but shall know that you are not one whit nearer 
to the end of your torments ; but that still there 
are the same groans, the same shrieks, the same 
doleful cries, incessantly to be made by you, and 
that the smoke of your torment shall still ascend 
up forever and ever ; and that your souls, which 
have been agitated with the wrath of God all this 
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while, yet will still exist to bear more wrath ; 
your bodies, which shall have been burning and 
roasting all this while in these glowing flames, yet 
shall not have been consumed, but will remain to 
roast through an eternity yet, which will not have 
been at all shortened by what shall have been 
past." — Edwards^ s Sermons^ v\. 

What preaching ! Is it any wonder that Ed- 
wards terrified his hearers? Is it strange that he 
filled them with horror? Our modern revivalists 
are imitators of him. Your Mr. Knapp follows 
closely in his footsteps, and seeks, by dwelling 
upon the eternity of torture, to frighten people into 
religion. But what scriptural authority have any 
for such a course ? Where do we read that Jesus 
or the apostles thus expatiated upon the duration 
of misery? They expatiated often, and at great 
length, upon free grace, and the joy of heaven ,• 
but in no instance did they expatiate upon the 
eternity of suffering ! Point me, gentlemen, if 
you can, to a single case in the Bible like the one 
selected from Edwards. 

In the foregoing remarks, you have a fair view 
of revival preaching. It consists chiefly in a de- 
scrifHion of the nature^ intensity ^ and eternity^ of 
hell torments, and this is called gospel preaching ! 

But revivalists are not satisfied with this. Hence, 
after they have painted hell in all the glowing col- 
ors of which their excited imaginations are capable, 
and after they have made the afi*righted hearer fancy 
he can actually see the pit, and hear the roar of its 
flames, and the hopeless groans of its ruined mil- 
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lions, they proceed to the last act of the scene. It 
would seem, to one unaccustomed to the operation, 
that they would be satisfied with laying open the 
regions of the lost. But this, in their view, is not 
enough. They therefore tell the hearer that he 
is hanging directly over this fiery region, by a 
brittle hair, and that an enraged God has the 
sword of justice drawn, ready to sever that hair. 
The near approach of death is dwelt upon in 
plaintive and touching words. The sinner is 
made to feel that, in all probability, he will die in 
a few hours. Instances of sudden death are re- 
lated. Stories are told of young persons who died 
in a few moments after they left the house of God. 
Elder Knapp, you will recollect, gave an account 
of a young lady who was seriously inclined, that 
thought she would put off going forward to prayers 
till the next morning ; but before morning came she 
was a corpse. 

By such measures, they make the timid feel 
that death has indeed come, and that the present 
is their only chance. This is, in amount, their 
language: "Now, sinners, is your only opportu- 
nity. If you do not repent to-night, you are 
ruined forever ! This is your last opportunity ! 
The Judge is at the door ! " Sometimes they take 
out their watch, and tell the people they can have 
so many minutes of grace ; and, if they do not re- 
pent in that time, the door will be shut, and they 
will be doomed to hell ! 

This, gentlemen, is no exaggerated account. It 
does not come half up to the reality. No descrip- 
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tion can give an idea of it. You have witnessed 
the whole in Mr. Knapp*s operations, and you 
know that what I write is true. But why did you 
give your sanction to his exaggerations and over- 
drawn pictures ? Can you offer any authority for 
his course? Is there any case mentioned in the 
Bible, where the men of God called upon sinners 
to repent, because life was short, and they were in 
danger of dropping into hell ? I must press this 
question upon your notice. It has often been pro- 
posed for the consideration of revivalists, but never 
has it been answered. You say, Death is at the 
door : repent^ therefore^ now ! this night ! this 
moment ! or you are lost ! lost ! lost, forever. But 
did Jesus say that ? Did Paul, Peter, John, or 
James say it? Did they thus suspend the destiny 
of the soul upon a breath, a momentary emotion ? 

Such is revival preaching. It is terror, terror, 
terror! It is wrath, wrath, wrath! Gentle- 
men, so entirely was terror the burden of Elder 
Knapp's preaching, that many could not suppress 
a smile, when it was announced that he would 
preach upon the love of God. Elder Knapp 
preach upon God's love ! The idea was comical, 
indeed. Why, he is clothed with the very gar- 
ments of vengeance ! His name is inseparably as- 
sociated, in the minds of hundreds, with the groans 
of the damned, and the pit of despair. The very 
mention of it is enough to wake up the most pain- 
ful emotions in their bosoms. Watts had not such 
a preacher in his mind, when he sung, — 
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" How beauteous are their feet, 
Who stand on Zion's hill ; 
Who bring salvation on their tongues, 
And words of peace reveal." 

How unlike the preachers thus described by Dr. 
Adam Clarke is your friend Elder Knapp ! The 
extract is exceedingly beautiful and appropriate : 

" What was the text of the first preachers of the 
gospel of Christ ? Why, glory to God in the high- 
est heavens, and on earth peace and good-will 
among men. This is the elegant and energetic 
saying, which comprises the sum and substance 
of the gospel of God. This, and this 07? i^, is the 
message which all Christ's pastors or shepherds 
bring to men. He who, while he professes the 
religion of Christ, disturbs society by his preach* 
ings or writings, who excludes from the salvation 
of God all who hold not his religious or political 
creed, never knew the nature of the gospel, and 
never felt its power and influence. How can re- 
ligious contentions, civil broils, or open wars, look 
that gosfjel in the face which publishes nothing 
but glory to God, and peace and good-will among 
men 7 Crusades, for the recovery of a holy land, 
so called, (by the way, latterly the most unholy in 
the map of the world,) and wars for the support of 
religion^^are an insult to the gospel, and blasphemy 
against God! " 

This infinite diflference between the y)reaching 
of the Bible and the preaching of revivalists shows, 
beyond dispute, that revivals are the work of men. 
If they are not, why all these human inventions ? 
Why have the wild vagaries of heated enthusiasts 
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been made to take the place of the sublime doc- 
trines of God ? 

Let me suppose a case. Mr. Miller's book, on 
the end of the world A. D. 1843, contains nine- 
teen lectures. These are exclusively devoted to 
calculations on the prophecies, and contain no ex- 
position of any doctrine whatever. Now you, geti- 
tlemen, believe Mr. Miller's theory is visionary and 
ridiculous. But suppose you should invite him 
to deliver those lectures in your churches, — that 
you should attend, and give him countenance, and 
lead up the anxious, as you did in the meetings of 
Mr. Knapp, — what would be the consequence ? 
Gentlemen, you know that there would be twice the 
number of converts that Elder Knapp made. But 
would they be made by the Spirit? Would you 
allow that the Holy Ghost would employ such a 
visionary scheme to effect the soul's salvation ? 

Suppose another case. The Bible, you will rec- 
ollect, speaks of the falling of the stars. Suppose 
an enthusiast should prepare eight or ten sermons, 
to prove that the stars will fall in 1843, and crush 
all who are not converted. You invite him to lec- 
ture in your churches ; you listen to his arguments 
with seriousness, pray for his success, and go 
around to talk with the anxious : would not his 
labors be attended with signal results? Would he 
not work wonders equal to those produced by Mr. 
Knapp ? 

It is fear, then, gentlemen, — /car, fear^ which 
produces your revivals ; a fear, too, which hath 
torment Hence, those ministers who have a 

8 
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wild imagination^ a stentorian voice, and deal 
chiefly in terror, are the most successful revivalists. 
It is not enough to preach all the inventions about 
hell, to which we have alluded ; there have been 
hundreds of clergymen in New England who did 
this ; but yet they were not revivalists, for they 
were too tame in manner. It 's the manner, as 
well as the matter, which does the work; but 
would it be thus, if the Spirit produced the effect ? 

I am, &c. 



!■'• 
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LETTER VII. 

Contents. — Noted Revivalists — Each has a Series of. Revival 
Sermons, which he delivers wherever he goes — Holy Ghost 
Preachers — Failures in Attempts to get up Revivals — Causes 
of the Success attending some Men — Revivals got up — Revi- 
valists not men of superior Goodness — Dogmatism and Foppery 
of Revivalists — Graceless Hypocrites^successful Revivalists — 
Proof that Revivals are not God's Work. 

Rev. Gentlemen, — For the past few years, 
Messrs. Finney, Burchard, Littlejohn, Kirk, Maffit, 
and Knapp, have been chiefly employed in getting 
up revivals. They have travelled from place to 
place, preaching a series of sermons, made up of 
startling positions, inflammatory passages, frightfill 
descriptions of God and hell, bold attacks upon all 
who oppose their labors, fearful denunciations, and 
.. extravagant, ridiculous, and false stories. They 
use the same sermons wherever they go, and when 
they have gone through with their course in one 
place, they leave for another, and the revival stops ! 
The stories which your brother Knapp has retailed 
here, about liberal Christians, he has retailed in 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, Hartford, and 
Providence. 

By many, these revivalists are regarded as Holy 
Ghost preachers, in a peculiar sense, and it is said 
God always attends their labors by the special out- 
pourings of his Spirit ! Hence, when a sopiety 
thinks best to have a revival, if able to pay the re- 
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quisite amount, it sends for one of these men. 
Sometimes churches cannot agree whether it is 
best to have a revival. Not unfrequently angry 
disputes arise from the agitation of the question ; 
and, usually, the result is according to the vote ! I 
say, usually ; I mean, when the noted revivalists 
are employed. Failures in other cases are fre- 
quent. I have known meetings protracted six, 
eight, and even ten weeks, without accomplishing 
any thing whatever. Revivalists of some little 
celebrity conducted affairs, but no converts were 
made. Perhaps a little boy or girl was frightened ; 
but the fright lasted only a few weeks. The want 
of success was not owing to any unfaithfulness or 
coldness on the part of the preachers or church 
members. They all toiled zealously and persever- 
ingly. The pulpit blazed day after day, and night 
after night, with the, fires of hell. Nothing was 
left undone. Anxious seats were prepared, ex- 
horters sent from house to house, letters were writ- 
ten, tracts distributed, stories told, liberal Chris- 
tians denounced, old professors acknowledged their 
short-comings, &c. &c., but the Spirit did not 
move upon the face of the waters,* none were con- 
verted or awakened. The reason is obvious. The 
managers had not the art of terrifying ; they had 
no power over the passions ; they were too igno- 
rant of human nature, and could not take advan- 
tage of the weaknesses of the multitude. The 
success of Burchard is owing to the readiness with 
which he reads mankind, and his great art in ma- 
ncBvering. Elder Enapp's success is owing to his 
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art as a mancBUverer, the dogmatism and assurance 
with which he preaches and denounces, and the 
horrid terror in which he deals. Whitefield's suc- 
cess, was owing to his indescribable power over 
the passions of his hearers, and Wesley's to the 
goodness of his heart, and the greatness of his en- 
thusiasm. 

Thus revivals are got up ; not by preaching, and 
praying, and singing ; but by something in the 
manager, — some peculiarity which gives him 
power over the multitude. You must,- gentlemen, 
acknowledge this ; for it is the only way by which 
to account for the failures that so often attend 
revival efforts* There are but few men who can 
be successful revivalists. Among the host of preach- 
ers, which you and other limitarian sects have, 
there are only fifteen or twenty distinguished for 
getting up stirs, v Now, are these all the truly zeal- 
ous and faithful men you can number ? Have 
they any more Christian zeal and fidelity than 
hundreds of others ? 

The whole truth is unwittingly told by revival- 
ists themselves. They talk about getting up revi- 
vals, — about Mr. Burchard's revival, Mr. Kirk's 
revival, Mr. Maffit's revival, Mr. Knapp's revival. 
This is using language right ; for these men are 
just as much the producers of their revivals, as a 
clock is the workmanship of its maker. 

Look at the votes of churches. They read like 
this: "Voted, to invite brother Knapp, brother 
Burchard, or brother Finney, to labor with us as 
an Evangelist, for the purpose of getting up a re- 
s'* 
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vival." Mr. Knapp was invited here for that par- 
ticular purpose ; aiid he accomplished hijs end. 
He got up a revival. 

I wish to ask, gentlemen, whether revivalists are 
particularly distinguished for goodness ? I do not 
ask whether they are particularly distinguished for 
piety ; for that word is used in a bad sense. It 
signifies, as generally employed, one who wears a 
long face, heaves deep sighs, frowns upon every 
thing like pleasure, and is extremely bigoted and 
conceited. I, therefore, use the word goodness. 
Are they distinguished for this? Have you found 
them more honest, more benevolent, more kind, 
more candid, more charitable, more humble, more 
conscientious, than other ministers ? Would you 
place Elder Knapp above Dr. Sharp and Professor 
Sears, in these respects ? Have you not known 
revivalists so. dogmatical, self-righteous, conceited, 
and headstrong, as to fill with utter disgust all fa- 
miliar with them ? Have you not known others 
who were vain beyond endurance, regular clerical 
fops, who had no weight of character, and who 
thought more of playing the actor than preaching 
truth ? Have you never known one to whom the 
following description, by Pike, was particularly 
applicable ? 

" The thoughts were common-place, tlje lan- 
guage good. But it was the manner that struck 
me. Sometimes he smiled benignantly ; at other 
times, frowned like thunder, or scowled with con- 
tempt ; frequently he threw himself over the front 
of the pulpit, and lolling with the most graceful 
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negligence, conversed with those beneath him in 
the * how-do-you-do ?' style of a boarding-school 
miss ; anon, he was erect in the attitude of a pugil- 
istic champion, bellowing like a stentor, and threat- 
ening destruction, at least to the ears, of all around 
him. I sat amidst this storm, and sunshine ; and, 
casting down my eyes, for my heart was low 
enough already, thought within myself, * This is 
not preaching Christ Jesus the Lord, but it is trying 

to preach Mr. , the actor, the would-be Ros- 

cius of the day.' " 

Now men like these, by their buffoonery, will 
draw the multitude after them, and get up revivals, 
when those of real Christian worth will go along 
in the ordinary manner of a good and zealous 
minister. Gentlemen, if revivals are of God, 
there is something unaccountable in this ! The 
Melancthons and Luthers of the church, the 
men of long-tried goodness, who have for years 
been burning and shining lights, are permitted of 
God to labor without a special blessing upon their 
ministry, while a vain fop, or a coarse, bigoted, 
dogmatical, self-willed man is chosen as an honor- 
ed instrument in the holy work of salvation ! Is 
there not something here which shocks your rev- 
erence, and weakens your confidence in the recti- 
tude of the divine government ? 

Do you say that my conclusion rests upon sup- 
position, and that revivalists are among the most 
pious men that ever adorned the church ? I an- 
swer, — that may be the case with some ; but ydu 
know it is not with all ; you know that some of 
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the most graceless hypocrites that ever walked the 
earth have been successful revivalists. 

An elderly gentleman by my side says that a 
great revival once occurred in Langdon, N. H. 
which was got up and carried on by a man gross- 
ly wicked. A clergyman, by the name of Frost, 
produced a great revival in the same State, while 
he was practising deceptions, for which he was 
shortly after excommunicated. Scores of such 
cases could be mentioned. 

You are no doubt familiar with the career of 
Davenport and Tennant, and of the wonderful re- 
vivals they produced, and yet one of them was 
an exceedingly immoral man. I could name re- 
vivalists that have preached in two of your pul- 
pits, and yet you have cut them off for vices in 
which they were living at the time of their revi- 
vals ! I had occ£ision once to call one of those 
clergymen to an account for falsehoods told during 
his revival ; and he justified himself by saying, he 
must do all he could to build up his society I 

Let me not be misunderstood. I have no slurs 
to throw against your clergymen as a body; I have 
no reason to believe they are not as good and sin- 
cere as the clergymen of any sect, though I must 
say, if I could justify my conscience in pursuing 
the course which Elder Knapp has against Uni- 
versalists, I could make you out a graceless set. 
But I will never be guilty of the meanness of 
judging the many by the few. I refer to those 
persons, not for the purpose of casting odium, but 
to show that hollow-hearted hypocrites can be suo- 
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cessful revivalists ! Gentlemen, look at this fact — 
reflect upon it — weigh it well — and then tell 
me whether you will pretend that revivals are the 
work of God. Why, God knows the heart ; he 
sees the mockery of him who pretends to serve Je- 
sus, while he serves Satan ; and would he, the 
lover of purity, pour out his Spirit upon the labors 
of a wolf in sheep's clothing ? No, gentlemen ; 
you will not pretend it ; you know that God has 
no agency in those revivals produced by such men. 
And yet, look at their revivals; listen to the 
prayers and experiences of their converts; and 
what will you find that leads to a suspicion of 
wrong? The truth is, the revivals of hypo- 
crites are just like the revivals of Messrs. Kirk, 
^orchard, and Knapp. They are all,^. therefore, the 

^1: of men. 

I am, &c. 



\ 
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LETTER Till. 

Contents. — The better portion of Limitarian Churches not con- 
verted by Revivalists — The Author's View of Conversion — 
Revival Converts generally ignorant, nervous or superstitious 
— Jesus and the Apostles took no Advantage of the Credulity 
and weakness of those they addressed — Instability of many — 
Rejoicing over Converts from liberal Sentiments — Cruelty 
of terrifying the weak and young — Case of a young Lady — 
Case of a young Man — Relief found in Universalism — Jesus 
and the Apostles addressed the Reason — Never addressed the 
Passions. 

Rev. Gentlemen, — The character of the peo- 
ple affected by modern revivals, has been often 
alluded to by writers who have preceded me on 
this subject. They have declared that converts 
are made chiefly from among the ignorant, nervous, 
and superstitious. And, gentlemen, I am ready to 
reaflirm what has been so often declared, but never 
disproved. I must, however, say a word to guard 
you from misapprehension. I do not mean that 
your churches are wholly composed of such persons. 
I know they are not. I know they embrace many 
highly intelligent and sensible persons. But means 
like those employed by elder Knapp never con- 
verted them. You would not think of addressing 
such in the style you address another class. The 
conversion of such was like the conversion of those 
who join my church. They felt penitent for sin ; 
they mourned over their departure from duty, and 
over their coldness, deadness, and ingratitude ; they 
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saw the need of a Saviour, and, when they em- 
braced him by faith, they saw the riches of God's 
goodness, they experienced emotions to which they 
were before strangers, and they could bless God 
for what he had done. Perhaps this change was 
wrought in a week, perhaps in a month, perhaps in 
a year. The time was immaterial ; though the 
longer the time, the greater was your confidence in 
the reality of the change. This is what I call con- 
version ; and, unless I have been misinformed by 
hundreds with whom I have conversed, this is the 
conversion experienced by the great body of intel- 
ligent limitarians. 

This, however, is not the conversion effected in 
a revival meeting. No ; it is produced by the 

m 

ordinary means of grace. You, gentlemen, I am 
confident, know something of the vajue of such a 
conversion ; for, no doubt, the ornaments of your 
churches are those who have been thus changed. 

These remarks are sufficient to guard me from 
all misapprehension, when I say, revival converts 
are chiefly made from among the ignorant, nervous, 
and superstitious. I have witnessed a great many 
revivals, and I know not an exception. 

In all communities there is a large number of 
people who never seek to inform themselves on 
aoy subject whatever. They know* the way to 
their workshop and over their farm, and how to do 
what they have seen their fathers do. But they 
never read — they never reason — they have no 
desire for intellectual improvement. They believe 
the Bible, and go to church, and hold to the religion 
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of their minister. If asked, however, what he be- 
lieves, they would be very likely to say, " O, he 
believes what we do,^^ 

The nervous constitute quite a portion of society. 
You will find them among the old and youngs high 
and low, rich and poor. On some occasions, a word 
spoken in a peculiar tone will completely destroy 
their self-possession, and subject reason entirely to 
the control of their nervous system. Any thing 
terrific, whether it be the mighty thunder which 
shakes the heavens, or the fierce denunciations of 
a fanatic, has a peculiar effect upon this class. 
I have known them tremble and turn pale, merely 
from listening to an account of great bodily suffer- 
ing, or an escape from extreme danger. 

The superstitious are, perhaps, quite as numer- 
ous as the nervous. How many are there who be- 
lieve in dreams, and visions, and omens, — in lucky 
and unlucky days. The breaking of a looking- 
glass will spread a gloom over a whole family. 
The story of a haunted house will fill a whole 
neighborhood with terror. 

To believe in such superstitions, is to acknowl- 
edge the existence of something supernatural con- 
nected with the affairs of life. And this is believed 
by thousands. It is believed by thousands who 
have outgrown a belief in the particular supersti- 
tions to which we have referred. How often do 
people say, when trouble comes, — " We h^ve been 
impressed for weeks that something evil would 
soon befall us." The impulses of the heart, when 
of a virtuous character, are frequently attributed to 
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a supernatural power, while those of an evil char- 
acter are attributed to the agency of the devil. 
Thus opposing miraculous influences are supposed 
to be constantly exerted. Hence the seriousness 
with which many talk about emotions whose ori- 
gin they attribute to a supernatural power. 

Such are the three classes which revivalism 
affects. They are prepared, by the state which 
they are in, to yield to its influences. What can 
be easier than to operate, by the means you employ, 
upon the ignorant, nervous, and superstitious ? And 
yet, gentlemen, you think the conversion of twenty 
or thirty such persons a most signal triumph of 
grace, — a mighty victory to achieve. But, if revi- 
vals are the work of God, why are the converts 
chiefly made from these classes ? Why are not 
the more intelligent portion of community con- 
verted ? why not those of a strong nerve ? and why 
not such as have outgrown the superstitions of the 
world? It will not answer to say, these latter 
classes are more wicked than the others ; for such 
is far from being the fact. The reason is obvious : 
the ignorant, nervous and superstitious are more 
easily wrought upon by revival measures than the 
others. They are not so well qualified to distin- 
guish between assertion and argument, error and 
truth. This is the only way by which to account 
for the fact we are considering ; but this is fatal to 
the idea that revivals are produced by a divine 
agency. 

I have said that it is easy to excite and terrify 
the ignorant, nervous, and superstitious. I wish 

9 
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now to ask, whether you consider it proper to take 
advantage of the weaknesses of such ? It is always 
painful to point out impositions, and expose decep- 
tions; and I will, therefore, say no more on this 
topic than a sense of duty compels. Let me, then, 
simply ask you to look at the example of Christ 
and his apostles. They had every opportunity, 
which could be afforded, to impose upon those who 
heard them. The stupendous miracles which they 
performed ; the tremendous power with which their 
doctrines were clothed ; the mighty revolutions 
which they effected, furnished weapons that could 
have been wielded with terrible effect upon the 
uninformed and the superstitious. With a little of 
the magic touch of a revivalist, such might have 
been impressed with the notion that eternal dan- 
gers threatened on every hand ; that an immortal 
fiend was waiting to bear them to the dominions of 
wo ; that they were resting upon the slumbermg 
volcanoes of hell ; and that the power which had 
given sight to the blind, speech to the dumb, and 
life to the dead, would soon be exerted to render 
them miracles of endless suffering. 

Look, for instance, at the Saviour, casting out 
devils. Of the character and number of these, the 
Jews entertained the most superstitious notions. 
They supposed them to possess a marvellous power, 
and a fiendish nature. Now, when the people saw 
them submitting to Jesus, and obeying his com- 
mands, how easily might he have employed these 
as instruments of terror in his hands, and have led 
the wondering multitude to believe, that, without 
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instant submission to his will, he would doom them 
to endless agony ! In this way, the wildest commo- 
tions might have been raised, and terror sent to the 
depths of every soul. But no ; the Saviour would 
not act upon principles so degrading and pernicious ; 
he would not touch strings so dangerous, and which 
would fill the heart with such painful and distract- 
ing emotions. 

But how is it with revivalists ? Do they not 
people earth and hell with demons ? Do they not 
aim continually to impress the multitude with an 
awful dread of their power ? and do they not de- 
scribe, in the most terrific manner, a mighty leader 
of devils, and represent him as constantly seeking 
the endless ruin of the soul ? On the ignorant, 
nervous, and superstitious, who believe all that drops 
from the lips of a revivalist, these wild and su- 
premely absurd notions fall with a crushing and 
distracting power. They imagine that they hear 
the clanking of chains in the prison of wo, and are 
haunted by night and day with spectres and ghosts. 

There is a deception in this which is altogether 
unpardonable. It is imposing on credulity, it is 
seeking to convert people by measures which en- 
lightened men would be ashamed to employ. Now, 
in all the preaching of Christ and the apostles, there 
is nothing which resembles this in the slightest de- 
gree. Their practice is sufiicient to brand with 
infamy a deception so barefaced and cruel. 

What did Paul, in his discourse at Athens, say ? 
" Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things 
ye are too superstitious." Yes ; he made a direct 
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attack .upon their superstitions. Instead of seeking 
to fasten such degrading chains upon them, he 
poured the light of truth upon their minds ; and, 
in all his discourse on that occasion, not a word of 
terror was uttered, not a syllable to produce a fe- 
verish excitement. 

When Paul and Silas were unfettered by a mi- 
raculous interposition of God, when the doors of 
their prison were thrown open, and an earthquake 
made it tremble to its foundation, what an occasion 
was offered for striking terror to the hearts of the 
jailer and his family, by overwhelming descriptions 
of an angry God, and an endless hell ! But not a 
word was offered on either of these topics. The 
jailer, filled with fear at the miracle which had 
liberated the prisoners, came trembling before them, 
desiring to know what he must do to be saved. 
And he was told to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This was the doctrine which he heard, and by 
which himself and family were converted. 

Now, gentlemen, look at the persons affected, and 
the means employed, by revivalists, and can you 
not account for the results produced without sup- 
posing a supernatural agency to be exerted ? Would 
not a system of measures, having lio reference to 
matters of religion, if calculated to create alarm, 
and so framed as ta take every possible advantage 
of the credulity and weakness of the ignorant 
and excited multitude, produce effects equally as 
great and astonishing as are witnessed in a revival ? 

There is another consideration worthy of attention. 
Revival converts are chiefly from those who have 
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no stability of character. You are aware that 
many persons are like 'a weather vane, which turns 
with every change of the wind. They go with 
the current. They have no independence or firm- 
ness, and cannot stand a moment against any oppo- 
sition. I recollect that, while journeying once in 
Pennsylvania, I had a conversation with a Methodist 
clergyman, in the presence of a man of this descrip- 
tion, whose heart was always in his mouth. When 
I offered an argument, the listener was on my side ; 
but when my Methodist brother offered one, he was 
on his side ; and thus he changed back and forth 
from Methodism to Universalism something like a 
dozen times. He was even worse than the Dutch 
judge, who said that both parties had the case. 

I do not, gentlemen, profess much skill in man- 
agement, or to have much power of persuasion ; 
but, if you will put Elder Knapp's converts under 
niy charge, and give me the control of them as long 
as he had, I will make them all Universalists, and 
heartily ashamed of the spirit which some of them 
have manifested. I feel certain that I could do 
this ; for persons that have yielded so readily to 
the moulding power of man, would be easily brought 
to support the truth. 

During your revival, you made a great ado when 
a convert was obtained from the ranks of liberal 

4 

Christians. This you did, too, when five were 
leaving your own ranks for every one obtained 
from the opposite side. I know, gentlemen, of 
dozens that have joined the Universalists and Uni- 
tarians since your revival operations commenced. 

9* 
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And yet, when Elder Knapp succeeded in terrify- 
ing a person who had attended a liberal meeting, 
all eyes sparkled with joy, and the event was pro- 
claimed, not only from the pulpit, but at every 
corner of the streets. No matter how ignorant, 
nervous, superstitious, or unstable, the person was, 
the glorification was the same. The conversion 
of a girl of sixteen was an occasion of loud rejoicing, 
and held up as proof that liberal sentiments were 
alarming heresies ! 

And to all this, you, gentleman, have given 
countenance ! Yes ; ministers, settled aver en- 
lightened congregations in Boston, have- counte- 
nanced such management ! Why, look at the 
Universalist churches of this city. More than one 
half who attend them were once connected with 
partialist societies. And yet, if you can terrify one 
who has been connected with us, and induce him 
to leave, it is proof positive that w.e are wrong: ! 
This is lame logic, indeed. 

I cannot close this letter without alluding to the 
cruelty of terrifying the ignorant, and those of 
weak minds, as was done during the revival. Some> 
in their agony, cQ,lled on me. I found their minds 
poisoned with a slavish fear. They were inde- 
scribably wretched. God appeared to them like a 
fiend, whom they could neither love nor trust. 
What they had heard about hell haunted them 
continually. They were bewildered -^.they could 
not reason-— they were like a terrified child. 
They wept bitterly, and reproached themselves for 
having listened to such a man as Mr. Enapp. His 
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frightful denunciations were constantly ringing in 
their ears; One young woman said, before she 
heard him she loved her Maker ; she delighted in 
his worship ; she could commit herself to him 
when she retired at nighty and thank him for his 
preserving care when she awoke in the morning ; 
and that she could rejoice in his love with a full 
and glad soul. But Mr. Knapp's preaching had 
hardened her heart ; she could not pray ; she could 
not love her Maker ; she could not worship him. 
Truth, however, was mightier than fear, and the 
cloud was at length driven from her mind, and she 
was filled with a peace which passeth knowledge. 
Others, fleeing ftam. the storm of fanaticism, found 
comfort in the- gospel of infinite love, and were 
enabled to throw off the immense burden which 
had, for many days, almost crushed them to the 
dust. One young man, who had been following 
the revival meetings for a whole week without ob- 
taining any spiritual comfort, found such thrilling 
joy by hearing the truth dispensed, that he could 
not refrain from interrupting the speaker, in order 
to give utterance to the feelings of his heart. A 
great many have said to me, ** We never should 
have attended your meeting, and embraced your 
religion, had it not been for the manner in which 
you were assailed.'* 

Now reflect, gentlemen, upon the deep and dis- 
tracting wretchedness which was caused. I need 
not give any further description of it, for you saw 
it ; yes, you saw it in the dark gloom which 
shaded the countenance of the terrified, and in the 
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almost hopeless anguish expressed by their groans 
and sighs. Have you any evidence that such fear 
and misery were created by the preaching of Jesus 
and the apostles ? Did not the people wonder at 
the gracious words which proceeded from the 
mouth of Jesus? Not so during your revival. 
Then, they wondered and trembled at the terrific 
words which proceeded out of the mouth of the 
preacher. Was there not great joy in Samaria, 
when Philip preached the gospel there ? But, du- 
ring your revival, there was great sorrow among 
all who believed in the doctrines to which they 
listened ! Did not timid and credulous females go 
weeping from your meeting through the streets ? 
Here was great sadness, not great joy ! 

I will only add, — revivalists address themselves 
entirely to the passions. All their appeals are to 
these. Not so, however, with Christianity. It is 
the distinguishing glory of this, that its laws, pre- 
cepts, and motives, are characterized by reason, and 
adapted to intelligent and moral beings. Hence, 
its divine Founder and holy apostles uniformly ad- 
dressed the understanding, it being the only me- 
dium through which a rational religion could reach 
the heart, conscience, and affections. They not 
only expressly commanded people to hear for them- 
selves, to prove all things, and try the spirits, but 
all their discourses were fraught with the richest 
instructions. Look at the Saviour's sermon on the 
mount. The blessings of meekness, and purity of 
soul ; the excellency and glory of the gospel ; the 
perfection and immutability of the law ; the dread- 
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ful evil and punishment of sin ; the undying love 
and forgiving spirit of his religion ; its unwearying 
and unostentatious charity ; the inward fervent 
devotion which it inspires; the boundless and ex- 
haustless treasures which it reveals ; the firm and 
unshaken confidence which it excites iu God ; — 
these were the great doctrines which he presented 
to his astonished hearers. Look at Paul's discourse 
in Athens. His themes were the existence of God ; 
his overruling Providence ; the dependence of the 
world and all things upon him ; the nature of true 
worship; the universal spiritual presence of God ; 
the relationship of mankind to each other, and their 
Maker ; the absurdity of heathenism with its 
senseless gods ; the light and joy of the gospel day ; 
the ruling power of the righteous Judge, and the 
resurrection of the dead. These instructive senti- 
ments were illustrated and enforced by the beau- 
ties and riches of nature ; by the grandeur and 
glory of the heavens, and by every object on which 
the eye could rest or the imagination picture. 

Gentlemen, can you find one impassioned, de- 
clamatory address in the New Testament ? I do 
not ask whether the whole of that precious book 
is of that character, but whether it contains one 
discourse addressed solely to the passions ?- 

I am, &,Q* 
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LETTER IX. 

Contents. — Revival Converts — Ignorant of the Bible — Revival 
Preaching not instructive — Confusion of Revival Meetings — 
Surrender of Reason — Sectarian Bitterness of Revival Preach- 
ers — Bitterness of Elder Knapp — His daily personal Attacks 
upon the Author — Devil's Office in the Author's Church — 
Converts to Universalism — Converts made by a bitter preacher 
will necessarily be bitter— Mr. Knapp's new Version of the Scrip- 
ture Test of Piety — Pride of Revival Converts — Their Self- 
righteousness — Their Censoriousness — Their Want of Can- 
dor — Their Hatred of Liberal Christians — Party Love — Uni- 
versalists treated as Outlaws — Gloom and Sadness of Revival 
Converts — Their Piety contrasted with the Piety of the Gospel 
— Will judge none, except by their Fruits — No Resemblance 
between Revival Converts and the New Testament Christians. 

Rev. Gentlemen, — From the view which we 
have taken of revival measures, and the spirit and 
character of revival preachers, we have no reason 
to expect any thing very favorable of revival con- 
verts. You may not be prepared now, to assent 
to such an idea ; but before one year shall have 
passed away, you may find, to your sorrow, that it 
is indeed true. We have, in our denomination, 
several clergymen, once connected with limitarian 
sects, who have had much personal experience in 
regard to such converts, and they have given me 
no very favorable account of them. Their ac- 
count, however, was quite as favorable as what 
some of your own ministers have given me. 

Before proceeding to give the prominent char- 
acteristics of such converts, I wish to call your^ 
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attention to the fact that they are entirely igno- 
rant of the Bible. They never made it their 
study, and they are no better qualified to judge of 
its doctrines than of the Koran. A revival meet- 
ing is a poor place to obtain a knowledge of di- 
vine truth. The sermons delivered there are 
made up of stories, and terrific descriptions of God 
and hell. They are not designed to explain the 
Bible, and to unfold the great doctrines of grace. 

Not only so, a revival meeting is generally a 
scene of confusion and disorder, and the very last 
place for thought and investigation. I have been 
at a meeting wheri some were praying ; others ex- 
horting ; others rolling upon the floor j others 
groaning in agony, and others beating a poor wo- 
man, to drive the devil from her. I have seen 
several praying at once in the same church, and 
each one called upon the Lord quite as loud as 
Elijah recommended the prophets of Baal to cry. 
If you ever attended a camp-meeting, you know 
something of the confusion to which I refer. Is 
such a meeting the place to learn truth, to acquire 
a knowledge of God, his government, and the plan 
of redemption ? Besides, revivalists always say, 
" Do n't reason — reason is carnal — wait till you 
can see things with spiritual eyes." Thus they 
call upon people to make an entire surrender of 
reason. Great efforts are made to induce them to 
do this. If one under concern says, " It does not 
appear reasonable to suppose that a holy God has 
reprobated some to endless death, or that man is 
totally depraved, or that a God of mercy would 
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doom any to undying agony," he is told not to trust 
his reason, that it is depraved, and that the devil 
is the author of such suggestions. The moment 
reason is thus surrendered, the revivalist has 
gained his point. The person who has made the 
surrender will do precisely as he is directed. 
This procedure, let me say, is not peculiar to revi* 
valists. It is the course taken by all who preach 
the Trinity, total depravity, reprobation, and end* 
less misery. It is not till people set reason aside, 
that they can receive these doctrines. 

Such is the opportunity which a revival meeting 
aflfords to gain knowledge. What, then, can revi- 
val converts know ? By what means are they 
qualified to judge in regard to trutfi ? Still we see 
them around warning and exhorting aged and 
learned men, and gravely pronouncing doctrines 
false, held by some of the ablest divines of the 
church ! 

There is another fact which I wish to mention. 
Revivalists are usually men of great sectarian bit- 
terness. We doubt, however, whether any ever 
was more deeply imbued with this spirit tKan El- 
der Knapp. Prompted by it, he has collected all 
the scandal which he has been able to find, in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, in relation to the Unita- 
rians and Universalists, and this he uses wherever 
he goes. Not satisfied with this, he makes per- 
sonal attacks upon the clergymen who are settled 
in the places he visits. Gentlemen, in whose ve- 
racity I can confide, have said that he assailed me, 
daily, and declared that the devil kept an office 
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in my church. I will not soil this page by record- 
ing his vile expressions and bitter denunciations. 
I can only say, his ha^tred and abuse have awakened 
a curiosity that has brought hundreds to my church, 
who,"* perhaps, would never have entered it. For 
the last six weeks, it has been overrun every Sab- 
bath. Some, perhaps, came to see whether I had 
a cloven foot ; others, to ascertain whether his rep- 
resentations were correct ; and others, possibly, to 
see what sort of an office the devil kept. Truth, 
gentlemen, is mighty, and many whom curiosity 
brought to our sanctuary, now call it their spiritual 
home, their refuge from fanaticism, the birthplace 
of their souls. Thus does the wrath of man praise 
the Lord. 

That the converts made by such a preacher 
should be bitter and denunciatory, is natural. 
"Like priest, like people." They could not listen 
to him with approbation, for a single evening, with- 
out ha ving:^ poison enough infused into their hearts 
to mak0. them ripe for any crusade to which he 
should command them. He has given a new ver- 
sion of a very important portion of Scripture : " By 
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye hate and denounce Universalists and Unitarians." 

There is still another fact to which I must al- 
lude. The course pursued in relation to revival 
converts was by no means favorable to humility. 
No sooner did they graduate from the anxious 
bench, than they were called upon to speak, and 
put forward as the principal exhorters. Their 
praise was sounded in every meeting ; they were 

10 
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held up as bright lights, and great ornaments to 
the cause of God. They immediately adopted the 
language which they had heard from other exhort- 
ers, and talked about ""M?e saints," and "yow sin- 
ners," and soon began to imagine, not only that 
they were among the saints, but that they were 
the saints! It is painful to see ignorant boys and 
girls thus inflated with spiritual pride, and exalting 
themselves wherever they go. It is also painful 
to hear one of any age, who has just taken upon 
him the Christian profession, say to a man whose 
life has been unblemished, ^^ Stand by, I am holier 
titan thou !^^ 

The foregoing remarks will prepare us to look 
at the characteristics of revival converts. 

1. Many of them are extremely censorious, A 
great many cases have come to my knowledge 
within a few weeks, where Mr. Knapp's converts 
could hardly find language sufllciently condemna- 
tory to apply to liberal Christians. There are, gen- 
tlemen, some rare specimens of censoriousness now 
in this city. I shudder to think that persons pos- 
sessing such a spirit are about to be admitted to a 
church, and receive the holy communion. Why, 
they are chiefly employed in the work of condem- 
nation. They are not content with condemning 
me, and other liberal clergymen, and their people, 
but they condemn Dr. Sharp, and pronounce him 
a cold formalist. They condemn orthodox clergy- 
men, and pronounce them destitute of piety. Are 
these converts made by the Holy Spirit ? 

2. Many of them are uncandid. That candor 
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is one of the virtues of a true Christian, you, gen- 
tlemen, will not deny. But a greater want of it, I 
think, was never manifested, than by some who 
have, as it is said, been recently brought out. 
They have indeed been brought out ; but it is out 
of the spirit of candor. They daily condemn a 
whole denomination for the immoralities of one or 
two members. Hear Dr. Blair on candor. Speak- 
ing of a candid man, he says, — 

" How much soever he may blame the princi- 
ples of any sect or party, he never confounds under 
one general censure all who belong to that party 
or sect. He charges them not with such conse- 
quences of their tenets as they refuse and disavow. 
From one wrong opinion, he does not infer the sub- 
version of all sound principles ; nor from one bad 
action, conclude that all regard to conscience is 
overthrown." 

Gentlemen, how many such persons, do you 
suppose, could be found among all the converts 
made by Elder Knapp ? Judging from a few ex- 
hibitions I have seen, I fear that some have forgot- 
ten that candor is a Christian virtue. I doubt, 
however, whether the Holy Ghost has forgotten 
this ; and I therefore conclude that those converts, 
so grossly uncandid, were made by some other 
agency. I will only add, — It seenis not a little 
surprising, that such a large number of the converts 
should be wanting in candor, when Elder Knapp 
is so remarkably distinguished for this virtue! 
Perhaps we had better add this fact to the mysteries 
of religion. 
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3. Many of the converts are strangers to Chris- 
tian love. Be particular in regard to the language 
I use. I say Christian love. That they all have 
love, I do not doubt. They love those who believe 
with them, and uphold the man who has terrified 
them. They love just as the Jews did, when they 
crucified Jesus. The world is filled with this party 
love. But it falls as far short of Christian love, as 
heathenism falls below Christianity. Those who 
possess it often cherish a perfect hatred towards all 
not of their clique ; and, while they will almost 
give up their lives for a brother in the faith, they 
will burn at the stake a man who rejects their 
creed. Look at the Jews, crucifying the Saviour ; 
at Saul, persecuting the Christians ; at the Romish 
church, with its inquisition j at Calvin, burning 
Servetus ; at the Puritans, opposing the Baptists j 
at the Baptists, abusing the Unitarians and Univer- 
salists. Elder Knapp, in one of his harangues 
against Universalists, expressly declared that it is 
wrong to preach against any Christian denomina- 
tion ; but as Universalists are not Christians, it is 
right to preach against them ; that is, if we allow 
his sermon to explain his meaning, it is right to 
misrepresent, abuse, and slander them. Gentle- 
men, the principle here set forth has guided all 
persecutors, in every age of the church. It says 
heretics are outlaws, and have no claim to the rights 
and privileges of Christians. Your denomination^ 
in its infancy, was shamefully oppressed by the ope^ 
rations of this unrighteous principle. " The Bap* 
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tists are not Christians^^^ said your opposers, 
and can, therefore, be. lawfully abused and op- 
pressed- 
Many of the converts, made during your revival, 
act upon this principle. They neither respect the 
feelings nor the character of those who differ from 
Ihem. Persons connected with liberal congrega- 
tions have repeatedly told me, that nothing could 
surpass the abuse which was heaped upon them. 
Malignity itself, they said, could not treat them 
worse than those converts did. Ridicule, misrepre- 
sentation, and falsehood were weapons which they 
wielded from morning till evening. The resuU is, 
persons who walked pleasantly and harmoniously 
together, are now separated ; and many, once ami- 
able, agreeable, pleasant, and candid, have become 
exactly the reverse ! 

Gentlemen, is this the fruit of Christianity? Is 
this the spirit of Christ ? Do these persons feel the 
workings of that love which leads us to treat all 
men as brethren ? Are they. Christians?-* If they 
are, I will lay no claim to the name. If they have 
religion, I want nothing of it. The heathen reli- 
gion is far preferable. 

But they are not Christians, if we may be allowed 
to judge by their fruits. The Bible says, " We 
know we have passed from death unto life, because 
we love the brethren." That is the test. No man, 
then, can be a Christian, who does not love the 
whole world. Thus James says, — " If ye fulfil the 
royal law according to the scripture, — thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself, — ye do well ,* but if ye 

10* 
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have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are con* 
vinced of the law as transgressors." (ii. 8, 9.) 

4. Many of the converts are sad and gloomy ; 
they appear like persons oppressed by anxiety, or 
worn out with care. They are not cheerful or 
smiling. They even think it wrong to smile. 
Piety with them is austerity and gloom. With a 
distorted visage an4 saddened feelings, they go 
about, condemning cheerfulness, and dooming to 
endless perdition all who wear a smile of gladness 
upon the countenance. And though all nature is 
lighted up with cheerfulness ] though the sun rises 
in glory and sets in beauty j though the moon 
walks in her brightness, and the flocks sport with 
joy ; though the gospel is a message of joy, and 
heaven consists in songs of joy, — they are sad and 
dejected, and deny themselves every pleasure and 
emotion of gladness. Their piety seems to have 
no connection with the kind affections, Christian 
love, and lively gratitude. It is something foreign 
from regard to mankind, from the proper govern- 
ment of the feelings, from dealing justly and lov- 
ing mercy, from doing to others as we^ would be 
done by. If you can conceive o£ a man without 
love, kindness, affection, cheerfulness, — a kind of 
living, moving, breathing being, without soul ; a 
man in shape, but a statue in coldness and hard- 
ness, — you will have some faint idea of their piety. 

Gentlemen, such piety is the relic of a barbarous 
age, a monkish superstition. True religion was 
never designed to produce a piety like this. O no. 
It was designed to cultivate the affections, to 
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Strengthen the ties which bind us together, to keep 
the flame of love alive and glowing, to give us dig- 
nity without austerity, sobriety without sadness, 
devotion without gloom, pleasure* without licen- 
tiousness, cheerfulness without boisterous mirth, 
amusement without excess. * 

The man of true piety is not a being without 
heart ; neither is he a gloomy being, who haunts 
the social circle, sighs at our joys, moans at our 
cheerfulness, and laments at our gladness. Chris- 
tian piety walks forth in life, a spirit of peace and 
animation, smiling in prosperity and weeping in 
adversity ; cheerful iu health, in th^ discharge of 
duty, and the interchange of kind oiBces ; but sol- 
emn in prayer, reverential in worship, and resigned 
in afliiction. It guides parents in training up their 
children, and in walking before them in dignity 
and love. It teaches children to honor their father 
and mother, and to reverence the laws of God and 
the worship of his house. It makes neighbors 
cordial in their attachments, social in their inter- 
course, free in their offices of kindness. It visits 
the widow and orphan in their afliiction, watches 
at the door of poverty, and lingers at the couch of 
the dying. And it goes about doing good, cheer- 
ing the disconsolate, comforting the mourner, feed- 
ing the hungry, clothing the ^naked, and raising up 
the bowed down. This, gentlemen, is the piety 
of the gospel. You will find it in the temple 
of praise, in the social circle, in the domestic cir- 
cle, and with ^the silent worshipper. Instead of 
being clothed in sackcloth and ashes, its garment 
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is praise, its song salvation, and its end unlimited 
glory. 

Such are some of the characteristics of many of 
the converts made during your revival. I do not 
say all are like these ; for I will not pretend to 
judge concerning those of whose lives I am ig- 
norant. I fear, however, that my description is 
applicable to all. They were all converted by 
the same means ; and, as we cannot gather grapes 
of thorns, it is reaeonable to infer that they are 
generally alike. 

I will only ask, gentlemen^ whether these are 
the characteristics of a Christian, and whether you 
will pretend that the Holy Ghost had any agency 
in their conversion. Compare these persons with 
the Christians described in the New Testament, 
and see if you can discover any resemblance ^in 
their leading traits of character. 

lam, &Ch 
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LETTER X. 

Contents. — Signs and Tests of Revival Religion — Can be reli- 
ed on with no Confidence — Are Evidence of Religious Dissi- 
pation — Extract from Prof. Sparks — Signs and Te u>i of Revi- 
val Religion unlike those of the Religion of Christ — Love and 
Deeds of Virtue the true Evidences of Piety — Revival Reli- 
gion Wanting in Permanency — Different in its practical Effects 
from the Religion of Christ — Fanaticism — True Religion — 
Getting Religion— The old Pagan Philosophy— i'lie Tailor 
who had got Religion — Religion is Goodness — Cluolations from 
the New Testament — The Conversions on the Day of Pente- 
cost — Unlike modern Conversions — Different Terms employed 
to express the Christian Character — Religion the right Exer- 
cise of the Mind — Three Th.ngs make a Christian — Different 
Methods of getting Religion. 

Rev. Gentlemen, — The signs and tests of re- 
vival religion are entirely different from those of 
the religion of the New Te tament. The former 
are made to vary according to the pecul ar senti- 
ments by which they are produced ; but, in the 
main, they are violent party feelings, loud censure 
of irreligion, unreserved denuncia ion of supposed 
heresy and heretics, and a punctual attendance on 
all meetings which may be appointed, however 
delicate the health, inclement the weather, or 
pressing the avocations of life. You hear a revi- 
valist catechise his hearers, and his questions will 
relate, either to the foregoing particulars, or to the 
inquiry, whether they have seen themselves lost 
and condemned to everkisting burnings, exposed 
to theinfinite wrath of an enraged Deity ; wheth- 
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er they receive wilh undoubting confidence the 
holy mysteries of religion ; whether they can see 
the justice of God in cutting oflf sinners; and 
whether they have been instantaneously convert- 
ed. Those who can answer these questions satis- 
factorily, are pronounced heirs of grace and chil- 
dren of God. 

Now, as it respects these signs and tests, there 
are two things which require our special attention : 

1. They are extremely uncertain, and can be 
relied on with no confidence. A man may have 
them all, and still be a tyrant in his family, a vil- 
lain in his dealings, and licentious in his practices. 
His occasional excitements may be nothing but 
mere animal feelings, his depressing fe&rs, nothing 
but false and degrading views of God, and his fits 
of devotion may be the mere impulses of passion, 
wanting reality and heartiness. The thousands 
who exhibit these signs and tests, that are desti- 
tute of Christian love and internal principles of ho- 
liness, justify these remarks. I have known many 
persons who gave all these evidences of piety, and 
were extremely zealous in praying and exhorting, 
and deeply aflfected on religious matters, that were 
at the same time grossly dishonest in their deal- 
ings, and daily committing great crimes. I can- 
not refrain from mentioning one instance. A 
young man, in the employ of a Universalist, be- 
came converted, and had a very marrellous expe- 
rience indeed. He was brought out into great 
light, and was regarded as a very shining orna- 
ment in the church. He was particularly hostile 
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to Universalists, and declared that they held to the 
deviPs doctrine. And yet all this time he was 
defrauding the man for whom he labored, and 
could have been sent to the penitentiary for of- 
fences committed during his season of religious 
frenzy. 

2. Revival signs and tests of religion are evi- 
dences of religious dissipation rather than reli- 
gious practice. People may run the endless round 
of revival meetings, spend their days in detailing 
experiences, giving exhortations, and listening to 
religious harangues, and not be influenced by any 
higher motive than a mere love of " change, nov- 
elty, and gossiping." " That same restlessness 
of temperament," says Professor Sparks, " which 
is the root of all dissipation, is also the origin of 
its religious variety ; for what is the spirit and es- 
sence of dissipation of any kind, but a perpetual 
desire of finding that pleasure abroad which can- 
not be found, or which cannot be felt, at home ? 
And where is the mighty diflference between the 
dissipation of the church, or the conventicle, and 
the dissipation of the ball-room, the theatre, or the 
tea-table ? I confess that I see very little. Many 
of those who now run after every preacher, and 
are profuse of their presence at every prayer-meet- 
ing, are the very people, who, engaged by objects 
of another class, would be seen at every dance, 
raree show, and assembly, the foremost of the for- 
ward, and the giddiest of the giddy ; or else, per- 
haps, wasting the precious time of their more so- 
ber and domestic acquaintance in endless details 
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{md disquisitions of fashion, dress, amusement, par- 
ties, faces, furniture, politics, and scandal. For my 
own part, I prefer the latter kind of dissipation to 
the former. I would much rather hear flippancy dis- 
cussing frippery, than qqoting scripture. I would 
listen with infinitely more complacency and pa- 
tience to a knot of triflers criticising the gesture and 
pronunciation of a play actor, than to a knot of 
more solemn triflers engaged with the text and tones 
of a preacher. I think ignorance appears to greater 
advantage in settling a point of etiquette, than en- 
forcing a point of Calvinism ; and that vanity is 
more appropriately employed in arranging a party 
to a watering-place, than in appointing a mission to 
the Indies. But folly would hardly be folly, if it 
always kept within its own proper department ; 
and therefore, among the rest of its excursions, it 
has intruded into the domains of religion ; and 
there it walks about with a demure gait and a 
lengthened face — which are circumstances, by the 
by, that prove it to be a stranger — but still with 
the same heart, and the same disposition, and the 
same spirit, with which it danced among the van- 
ities in the haunts of worldly pleasure, and join- 
ed its voice to the wild chorus of merriment and 
riot." 

3. The signs and tests of revival religion bear 
no resemblance to those given in the New Testa- 
ment. That says, — ** If ye love me, keep my 
commandments." ** He that saith he loves God, 
and hateth his brother, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him." '^ Beloved, if God hath so loved us, 
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we ought also to love one another." " Let no man 
deceive you : he that doeth righteousness is right- 
eous, even as he is righteous." 

Here are infallible tests, by which we can 
know, for a certainty, whether we are Christians or 
not. If we trust to any others, we may be de- 
ceived ; if we trust to these, we may be assured 
that we * are right. He that fancies himself a 
Christian, and yet does not righteousness^ is en- 
tirely deceived. Equally great is the deception of 
those who gay they love God, while they hate 
their brethren. 

It is vain, then, for people to talk of their piety, 
while the spirit of censoriousness rankles in their 
hearts ; while they have no affection but for those 
of their own communion, and while they refuse 
the hand of Christian fellowship to all of a different 
creed. It is vain to talk of their piety, while want- 
ing in justice, kindness, and integrity ; for what 
doth the Lord require, but to deal justly, love mer- 
cy, and walk humbly ? It is vain to profess reli- 
gion, when they can join in the work of slander 
against their neighbors, and steal from them their 
good name. It is vain to talk of their devotion, 
when destitute of that charity which listens to the 
cry of distress, which watches at the door of pov- 
erty, and which imparts food and raiment to suffer- 
ing humanity. 

If we look at the characteristics of revival re- 
ligion, we shall find it entirely different from the 
religion of the New Testament. Allow me, gen* 

11 
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tlemen, to call your attention to some of these dif- 
ferences. 

1. Revival religion is wanting in permanency. 
It is the production of excitement. No iperson can 
remain highly excited for any considerable length 
of time. Extraordinary means cannot long be con- 
tinued ; and, even if they could, such is the nature 
of man, that he would soon cease to be aflfected by 
them, and his feelings would at length fall as much 
below their natural temperament as they had been 
elevated above it. Hence, the short duration of 
revivals ,* and hence, the season of extraordinary 
coldness and deadness by which they are followed. 

But, while revival religion is thus evanescent, 
true religion is permanent. It is an anchor of the 
soul, sure and steadfast ; it is a treasure which 
neither moth nor rust can corrupt; it is a light 
which shines brighter and brighter unto the per- 
fect <Jay. What a wide difference ! " The former 
is like the gourd of Jonah, which grew up in a 
night, and perished in a night ; while the latter is 
like the noble oak of the forest, whose roots strike 
deeper and deeper, year after year, and which stands 
alike in storm and sunshine." 

2. Revival religion is [different, in its practical 
effects, from the religion of Christ. We have seen 
the censoriousness, the want of candor, the sectarian 
bitterness, and the gloom, austerity, and sadness of 
many revival converts. If we add to these their 
fanaticism, we shall have a very full idea of revival 
religion. 

Fanaticism is a destructive evil. It takes away 
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reason, and "shuts the eyes of the understanding." 
A fanatie is, to a certain extent, a madman.. He 
falsely imagines himself to be under the special 
influence of God's Spirit, and believes this Spirit 
has revealed to him what is truth. He therefore 
says it is impossible that he should be wrong, and 
speaks with as much confidence as the Saviour 
himself. He denounces, as though clothed with 
divine authority, and imagines that the Holy 
Ghost enables him to tell who are heirs of wo, and 
who heirs of heaven ! 

No good, then, can possibly result from fanati- 
cism. It is altogether evil in its effects. It makes 
none acquainted with God; it gives to the heart 
no good principle of action ; it opens no fountain 
of sympathy ; it hears none of the complaints of 
the widow and orphan ; it is no day-star of peace 
and hope ; it exerts no control over the ordinary 
affairs of life ; it leads no weary wanderer to the 
foot of the cross. It may make a man abstain 
from intemperance and Sabbath breaking ; but it 
will clothe him with evils equally as great. It 
may cause him to pray in agony, but the prayer 
it prompts is the prayer of a heart over which good 
judgment has ceased to preside. 

Such is revival religion. How different from 
the religion of Christ! That can fire the heart 
with love, inspire it with devotion, make the min- 
ister eloquent and mighty in the Scriptures, and 
exert a benign influence in every department of 
society. For the healthy and vigorous, it has rules 
of action ; for the thoughtless and vile, lessons of 
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duty and warnings of danger ; for the sick and af- 
flicted, a healing balm ; for the poor and needy, ah 
exhaustless charity ; and, for the dying, a sustaining 
and steadfast hope. 

" True religion 
Is always mild^ propitious, and humane ; 
Plays not the tyrant, plants no faith in blood — 
But stoops to polish, succor, and redress. 
And builds her grandeur on the public good." 

3. Revival religion differs from that of the New 
Testament, in the manner of its connection with the 
soul. During a revival, we hear a great deal said 
about getting religion. One man got religion last 
night ; five women got religion in one day ; four 
children got religion at oux meeting, &c. &c. Got 
religion ! ! What is the meaning of such language ? 
A man went to a store and got a bat, or cloth for a 
cloak. This we can understand, for these are tan- 
gible things. But is religion a material substance, 
which can be taken up and handled ? This will 
not be pretended. 

A writer, who styles himself an English traveller, 
thus happily exposes the fallacy of the idea that 
we can get religion in a moment. He says, — 

"In this, there is something very closely allied 
to the old pagan philosophy, that religion is some 
divine afflatus breathed into the mind ; having 
nothing in common with it ; existing independent- 
ly and alone ; not incorporated in the mind, and 
dwelling in the most intimate friendship with it^ 
but maintained within it as an abstract principle 
or ethereal essence by a preternatural influence^ or, 
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to use the language of the philosophy, by influxes 
from the fountain of light." 

If this idea be correct, it is perfectly proper to 
say, such a man got religion at such a meeting; 
for religion is something which can be poured into 
the soul, just as fluid can be poured from one ves- 
sel to another. I am strongly inclined to think 
this is the idea which many attticb to getting reli- 
gion ; and when they say their souls^ are filled^^they 
mean, that there have been real influxes from the 
Parent Spirit. I do not suppose, gentlemen, that 
you entertain any such opinion ; but such, is, un- 
questionably, the idea of many. . 

The writer to which I have just referred, says, — 

" A curious instance occurred to me a few days 
ago. I sent my servant to a tailor to ask why a 
coat, I had ordered^ was not brought to me ; and 
the answer was, that ' th« principal workman had 
got religion that morning, and could not fi.nish it.' " 

Now, he thought religion was something sepa- 
rate from goodness, honesty, truth, or he would not 
have left his employer bn its account. "I could 
not help reflecting upon it," says the Traveller. 
"Just compare religion with other things. Cer- 
tainly, it is an acquisition as difficult as any other, 
— as diflicult as any habit or attainment of the in- 
tellect, for instance. Now what would be thought 
of it, if it were gravely stated that a man had got 
knowledge, or intelligence, or a philosophic habit 
of mind, on a certain morning ^ Comparisons like 
these test at once the fallacy and absurdity of 
these notions. 

11* 
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But, comparisons aside, look at the thing itself; 
Call religion by any other, name ; lei; it no longer be 
this mystical peculiarity, but a broad and rational 
pciQciple — call it, for instance, goodness, or virtue, 
or devotion — and how impossible would it be to talk 
of getting devotion, or virtue, or goodness, on a giv*- 
en day or hour ! Or, take religion to pieces, — 
resolve this complex thing into its parts,, and who 
could talk of getting benevolence, or patience, or 
humility, on a certain morning — much more of 
getting them all together ? " 

Now, that religion is goodness, is undeniably 
taught on every page of the Bible. Hear the Sav- 
iour, — " Blessed are the poor in spirit ; for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that 
mourn ; for they shall be comforted. Blessed are 
the meek ; for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed 
are they which do hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness ; for they shall be filled. Blessed are the 
merciful ; for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are 
the pure in. heart ; for they shall see God. Blessed 
are the peace-maker^ ; for they shall be called the 
children of God. Blessed are they which are per- 
secuted for righteousness' sake ; for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye when men 
shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake." 
(Ma^;. V. 3— 11.) Again he says, — "Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven." (v. 16.) And again, — " Ye have heard 
that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neigh« 
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bor, and hate thine enemy ; but I say unto you, 
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefuUy use you, and persecute you; 
that ye may be the children of your Father which 
is in heaven : for he maketh his sun to rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just 
and on the unjust. For if ye love them which 
love you, what reward have ye ? do not even the 
publicans the same ? And if ye salute your breth- 
ren only, what do ye more than others ? do not 
even the publicans so?" (v. 43—47.) St. Paul 
teaches the same. He says, — " Finally, brethren, 
whatsoever things ai:e true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what- 
soever things are of good report ; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these 
things." (Phil. iv. 8.) Thus religion is goodness; 
it is all the virtues required of us in the Bible. 
It is faith, hope, and charity ; it is patience, sub- 
mission, and forgiveness ; it is candor, truth, and 
honesty. 

According to these views, getting religion is not 
the work of a moment. The Saviour represents 
the growth of religion by the growth of plants. 
'' First, the blade, then the ear, after that the full 
grown corn in the ear." He also likens it to leaven, 
which continues gradually to operate, till it leavens 
the whole lump, or till the whole soul is moulded 
into the divine imiage. It is as improper, then, to 
speak of getting religion on a particular occasion, 
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as it would be to speak of getting a knowledge of 
any science, or of the languages, or of any mechan- 
ical business. Religion is goodness and virtue ; it 
is devotion and love. Now could we believe a man 
serious, if we should hear him talk about getting 
these instantaneously, or of these existing within 
him, aside from the general state of the affections 
and the understanding ? 

Perhaps, gentlemen, you will remind me of the 
three thousand converted on the day of Pentecost j 
and tell me that, if, under the preaching of Peter, 
sinners could be converted in a day, they may un- 
der the preaching of Elder Knapp. You could call 
my attention to no better case-; for how could three 
thousand, in a few hours, go through with all the 
horror which seizes your converts j be awakened, 
convicted, and converted ; each relate an experience, 
besides being baptized 2 You will recollect that 
they were converted, baptized, and added to the 
church in one day ! It is very certain, then, that 
the mode of operation at that time bore no resem- 
blance to your mode. The conversion of these 
persons was wholly unlike your conversions. The 
gift of tongues convinced the people that God was 
indeed with the apostles. The discourse of Peter 
related not to the anger of God and the torture of 
hell, but to the Messiahship of the Saviour, and to 
the wickedness of the Jews in crucifying him. 
" Now, when they heard this, they were pricked 
in their hearts, and said unto Peter and to the rest 
of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we 
do ? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be 
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baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of. the Holy Ghost. For the promise is 
unto you and to your children, and to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call. And with many other words did he testify 
and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this unto- 
ward generation. Then they that gladly received 
his word were baptized : and the same day there 
were added unto them about three thousand souls." 
{Acts ii. 37 — 41.) How unlike the account of 
conversions which take place in a revival meeting ! 
The change experienced by the three thousand was 
merely giving up Judaism, and embracing Christ. 
Their repentance was a change of principles in 
regard to the mission of Jesus. Their remission 
of sins was simply a " recovery from that sinful 
state to which all men, whether Jews or Gentiles, 
are represented as being reduced, so long as they 
are out of the Christian covenant." We see noth- 
ing miraculous, then, in their change ; neither do 
we see any transformation of their natures. It is 
true, the Holy Ghost was conferred upon them; 
but as that was a gift of miraculous power, you 
would not adduce it as proof that it is given to the 
converts of Elder Knapp. If you would, then I 
must ask for the performance of a miracle, that I 
may have a demonstration of the possession of this 
gift. You will please to remember that the Holy 
Ghost was given after the conversion, and, there- 
fore, was not its cause, as you teach. You will 
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remember, also, that it was given on condition of 
repentance. 

But, if you desire any further proof, look at the 
other terms employed to express the formation of 
the Christian character. " But if our gospel be hid, 
it is hid to them that are lost ; in whom the god of 
this world hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto 
them. For we preach not ourselves, but Christ 
Jesus the Lord -, and ourselves your servants for 
Jesus' sake. For God, who commanded the light 
to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God, in the face of Jesus Christ." (2 Cor. iv. 3 — 
6.) " And all things are of God, who hath recon- 
ciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given 
to us the ministry of reconciliation ; to wit, that 
God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto him- 
self, not imputing their trespasses unto them ; and 
hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation*'* 
(2 Cor. V. 18, 19.) " Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name ; that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth ; and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." {Phil. 
ii. 9 — 11.) "And when all things shall be subdued 
unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject 
unto him that put all things under him, that God 
may be all in all." (1 Cor. xv. 28.) I ask, gen- 
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tlemen, that you will ponder upon these expres- 
sions. Look at them : '^ Hath shined into our 
hearts" — *' reconciled us to himself — "every 
knee should bow," and " every tongue should con- 
fess " — " all things shall be subdued." How 
clearly do these show the nature of the change ex- 
perienced in becoming Christians ! The sinner is 
enlightened, reconciled, humbled, subdued. 

Thus, there is nothing whatever to justify the 
44 opinion, that religion is something which drops 
down from the skies, which is poured into the 
soul, and which can exist there independently and 
alone. A greater absurdity could not be adopted. 
Religion is the right exercise of the mind, and the 
proper government of the heart. It is gratitude 
and love, justice and mercy. To become a Chris- 
tian, is to have the mind enlightened, the heart 
purified, and the affections elevated. Three things 
make a Christian : First, faith in the Bible as a 
revelation from God ; second, love to God and man ; 
and, third, a life of uprightness and purity. There- 
fore, the way to make Christians is to enlighten 
the understanding, and cause people to see the 
truth, feel its power, and exhibit its fruits. *' If any 
man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth 
not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this 
man's religion is vain. Pure religion and unde- 
filed before God and the Father is this, to visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to 
keep himself unspotted from the world." {James 
i. 26, 27.) 

Getting religion! There is something inex- 
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pressibly ludicrous in the popular opinion on this 
subject. Look at those under concern upon the 
anxious bench. Some are groaning, some sob- 
bing, and some crying for mercy. They are ex- 
pecting some outpouring of the Spirit, which will 
give them light and comfort. Other revival ope- 
rators have a different process. Hence, in some 
places they get religion by rolling upon the floor ; 
in others, by jumping j in others, by jerking. Now, 
why rolling, jumping, or jerking, should bring 
down the Spirit, I am unable to see. 

Gentlemen, this is fanaticism. The Holy Spirit 
has no more to do with such scenes than it has 
with the dancing of the Shakers, or had with the 
gibberish of the French prophets and the Irving- 
ites. I say the same of your revival. The mar- 
vellous outpourings of the Spirit were merely the 
workings of the imagination. The converts were 
deluded. Religion has no separate, independent 
existence in the mind, but has the same connection 
with it that music, philosophy, or any mechanic 
art has. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER XI. 

Contents. — Conclusiveness of the Proof advanced — Jerkers — 
Laughers — Jumpers — Rollers — Osgoodites — Mormonites — 
What these Fanatics would say to Messrs. Stow, Neale, and 
Cushman — Their Answer to the Fanatits — Nervous System — 
Imagination — Its Effects upon the Body — A Wonder-worker 
in curing Diseases — Facts — Dr. Rush on Illusions — Scott on 
the same — Action which the Mind aiid Nervous System have 
on each other — This Action accounts for the Effects witnessed 
in Revivals — These Effects all of the same Class — New Leb- 
anon Convention of Revivalists — The Propriety of holding an- 
other — Agreement among Revivalists demanded before they con- 
demn any for not acknowledging Revivals the Work of God — 
Philosophy of Revival Conversions — Three Results — The Joy 
of Converts — Converts generally fall away — Reason why 
some become Maniacs — Reason why others turn against Re- 
vivalists. 

Rev. Gentlemen, — In the preceding letters, I 
have given numerous reasons for believing that 
modern revivals are the work of men. These 
reasons are, to me, of the most satisfactory charac- 
ter, and appear sufficient to convince all who are 
not wilfully blind. And yet, gentlemen, I would 
not accuse you of any such blindness. You may 
think revivals are too astonishing for human means. 
Before however, you settle down upon this con- 
clusion, it may be well to look at some of the in- 
fluences of the imagination and of the nervous 
system. Turn your attention a moment to Ken- 
tucky, and see the fanaticism of the jerkers. 
These people were seized with fits of jerking dur- 
ing divine worship. Not only would two or three 
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be affected at a time, but a whole congregation. It 
was a strange sight to behold ! Grave old men and 
women, with others of every age, down even to 
childhood, were in a state of uncontrollable con- 
vulsion. It mattered not with whom the twitching 
commenced, the consequence was the same; it 
would, in a few minutes, become general. 

Again, look at the laughers. A gentleman 
once gave me an account of some fanatics who 
had fits of laughter during divine worship. He 
said, when they came on, those subject to them 
appeared to have no control over themselves. 
They would break out in any stage of the wor- 
ship, and shs^ke their sides equal to a company 
sporting over a wine-cup. It was probably some- 
thing like the fit of laughter which the two Wes- 
leys had when walking in the field. 

Again, look at the jumpers. I have often, at 
the South, witnessed their movements. Some- 
times, to render the work easy, the person puts his 
hand upon two pews, and in that posture continue? 
fo jump for half an hour, s^ve an occasional inter- 
ruption to obtain breath. If he becomes ej(hau9t- 
ed before he gets religion^ others go to his assist- 
s^nce, and aid him in his movenjients. I hav^ 
seen several jumping at a. time in thi^ way. The 
jumpers are objects of particular soUcitude, and it 
is expected every moment that they will find re- 
lief in the outpourings of the Spirit. I believe 
however, that the jumping is not confined to the 
Oftmous^ but that it sometin)06i extends to those 
seeking sanctification. 
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Again, look at the rollers. These are known 
in various parts of Yermoht and New Hampshire. 
You have, no doubt, gentlemen, often heard of 
their movements : men and women throw them- 
selves upon the floor, and roll about, and groan, 
and scream, in a most disgusting and ludicrous 
manner. 

Again, look at the Osgoodites. The parent 
society is at Warner, N. H. They have public 
confession meetings, such as your leader establish- 
ed; and they make some curious confessions. 
Their experiences are very wonderful, and exhibit 
a strange mixture of things human and divine. 
But their dancing is the greatest curiosity to visit- 
ers. At the time I visited &em, it commenced 
while they were singing a very lively air, and 
such as would affect thos6 whaare not accustomed 
to do all their dancing to the Lord. The first 
movement was a regular beating of time with the 
feet and hands. Soon one of the leaders rose, and 
beat the time standing. It was not long, however, 
before he commenced dancing. He was immedi- 
ately joined by others, and in a short time nearly 
the whole congregation was on the floor. Not on- 
ly the young and healthy, but the old and lame, 
engaged in the service. They called it the work 
of the Spirit. 

Again, look at the Mormonites. They have 
a new revelation, and their preachers pretend to be 
inspired of God. You may, perhaps, tell me that 
they are deceivers, and know that their inspiration 
is a pretence. Bat I have an equal right to say 
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the same of revivalists. The Mormonites, save the 
leaders, are no doubt as sincere as any class of 
Christians. That they are deluded fanatics, I ad- 
mit ; but, in that respect, they differ not from 
thousands connected with sects more numerous 
and influential. 

Again, the scenes often witnessed at camp- 
meetings are of the most remarkable character. 
Persons are so affected as to lose all control over 
themselves, and fall senseless to the ground. Some- 
times their "jaws are closed, their eyes rolled 
back in their sockets, this extremities of the body 
cold, and the whole visage presents a ghastly, 
death-like appearance." Others foam and froth at 
the mouth, like persons in a fit. Others weep, 
shout, and sing. Scenes like these are very com- 
mon at camp-meetings, and sometimes are wit-, 
nessed in ordinary protractedi meetings. 

Now, gentlemen, you will agree with me in say- 
ing the Holy Spirit has no agency whatever in 
any of these scenes ; and that the jerking, laugh- 
ing, jumping, rolling, dancing, prophesying, and 
convulsions, to which we have referred, are wholly 
the fruits of fanaticism. On this point, you have 
no doubt. But how can fanaticism produce such 
efiects? This is an important question, and de- 
serves particular consideration. How can fanati- 
cism control the body, andj prostrate its strength ? 
All those to whom' we have referred are certain 
that what they experieace is the work of the Spirit, 
and would denounce you, were you to question 
it, in the same manner that Universalists and 



,' 



B. h; neai.E| and ju w. cushhan. 129 

■ 

TJnitarians were denounced during your stir. They 
are certain that what they feel is supematoral. 
Doubt it, and they will tell you that they knoWj 
and that they have a witness in themselves which 
cannot lie. 

And the leaders will say, — " Why, look at those 
persons. They have reformed ; they go not in the 
path of ruin, as formerly ; they are prayerful and 
devour ,• they are born again." And they will ask, 
With an air of confidence and triumph, which bids 
defiance to oppositicm, — " What but God himself 
could thus stir, change, and j^ostrate the people ?" 
I know, gentlemen, perfectly well, how you would 
dispose of such cases. You would refer them to 
the influence of the hnagination. You would de-*- 
scribe the nerVous i^stem, and tell how an irritation 
and excitement of that will produce ^' love, anger, 
hatred, revenge, friendship, weeping, mourning, 
laughter, joy, grief, gloom, despair, and, in' short, 
all of the difibrenrehar^cters, passions, disposition?, 
dtc. that we see priBsented among mankind." You 
would also describe the imagination, and show 
that it is that '^ eccentric, elastic flight of the mind, 
which ceases to reason upon real objects, or upon 
reasonable hypothesis, but loses itself in painful 
and pleasing dreams, in unreal fbrms, and awful 
contemplations ; and it conceives all of those unreal 
phantoms to be awful realities, which so excites 
the nerves, that our common sense is, in many in- 
stances, actually overcome ;^and this produces in- 
sanity." — H. F, Stearns. 

Yon would illustrate the influence of the imagi->> 
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nation upon the nervous system, by the wonderful 
effects which those produce who profess to work 
miracles. You would refer to the Catholic Church, 
and speak of the astonishing results which are very 
frequently witnessed by their pretended miracles. 
You would refer to the Salem witchcraft, and show 
that it was the effect of a diseased state of the imagi- 
nation. You would appeal to those men who profess 
to have great power in curing diseases, and tell me 
that they can actually make a man think he is 
cured, when really he is not benefited in the least* 

This would be your course. By such facts 
would you show that all the results to which we 
have referred, among religious fanatics, are to be 
attributed to the effects of the imagination. In 
doing this, you would have the sanction of the 
best authority. Upham, in his work on Witch- 
craft, justly ascribes to the imagination an almost 
omnipotent power. All writers, who have treated 
upon the imagination, have taken the same view 
of its influence. Dissertations on this subject are 
full of facts. Strong men have dropped dead from 
an excitement of the imagination. The reception 
of bad news has caused instant death. When Co- 
pernicus published his system of astronomy, the 
appearance of the work produced such an excite- 
ment as to cause immediate death. Persons have 
often been thrown into nervous fevers by terrific 
preachers, or the alarm produced by some great 
catastrophe. 

But it is not enough, in considering this subject^ 
to look at the influence of the imagination on the 
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nervous system. We must look at the action of 
the body on the mind. Not only does the mind 
act upon the body, but the body acts upon the 
mind. It is a settled fact in physiology, that a tri- 
fling physical derangement may produce such an 
eiSect as to fill the mind with great illusions. Dr. 
Rush, in his work on the diseases of the mind, 
treats very fully on this subject ; and explains the 
cause of the false perceptions that take place in the 
ears and eyes, by which we hear voices and see 
objects that do not exist. Scott, in his Letters on 
Demonology and Witchcraft, gives many very re- 
markable instances of illusions. One was the case 
of a learned bookseller, whose apartments were 
filled with crowds of persons, who moved and acted 
before him, and even spoke to him. Another was 
the case of a man who saw his bolted door fly 
open, an old hag enter, and strike him a severe 
blow with her staff. This afiected him so greatly, 
that he would fall from his chair in a swoon. An- 
other was the case of a man who saw daily, and 
often when in company, a personage arrayed in a 
court dress, with bag and sword, tamboured waist- 
coat, and chapeau, that would rapidly glide by 
him, and ascend the stairs before him, as if to an- 
nounce him in the drawing-room. Many of the 
persons to whom Scott refers were men of science, 
and knew that what they saw was an illusion. 
All their reasoning, however, could not prevent 
the illusions. These cases show why persons 
sometimes see ghosts, and have what are called . 
warnings. 
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In these cases we have iUnstrated the intimate 
connection between mind and body, and the great 
action they have upon each other. Any nervous 
affection, therefore, — or, as your " Christian Re- 
view " says, — any " aniipal excitement," may af- 
fect the mind ; may depress it, or elate it ; may fill 
it with rapture, or overwhelm it with gloom ; may 
cause it to see visions and commune with the dead ; 
may make it resplendent with light, or envelope it 
in darkness. 

Here let us pause, and consider with care the 
conclusion to which we have come, and we shall 
be able to account for all the effects witnessed in 
your revivals, without supposing God has any sp^ 
cial agency .in them whatever, or that the converts 
are in any degree dishonest. In regard to the 
jerking, laughing, jumping, &c., we aire perfectly 
agreed in saying that they are the effect of mental 
and animal exdtement. 

But, gentlemen, these persons see visions. Look 
at those who fall senseless upon the ground. 
While in that state they converse with (Sod and 
Christ ; they visit heaven and hell. They, too, 
can tell the very moment when they were convert- 
ed, and can give an experience that far exceeds 
any related by your converts. I have heard of one, 
who not only saw the Saviour, but declared that he 
came and sat with her. I have heard of another, 
who saw the devil, and so perfectly that he was 
able to give a very minute account of him. Many 
have seen hell and heaven. Indeed, this is very 
common. It is, I believe no more than your con- 
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verts were able to do! That they should see 
hell, is not a matter of much surprise, when the 
preaching to which fthey listened is considered ; 
but it is more difficult to account for their having 
seen heaven. 

I ask, now, why all that was witnessed at your 
revival cannot be attributed to mental and animal 
excitement, — to the power of the imagination, and 
the influence of the nervous system ? You can- 
not say the effects are too great to have been the 
production of such causes; for you have before 
you effects far greater, which you attribute wholly 
to mental and animal excitement. What you call 
fanaticism as much exceeds your revival as yours 
exceeds one which I would approve. Look, gen- 
tlemen, at this with candor. When I say your 
revjval w^s the work of man, you start back, and, 
with a kind of horror, excla,im, impossible I impos- 
sible ! and, with an air of confidence, point me to 
the conversions produced, to the deep emotions 
felt, and the marvellous experiences which some 
had. But all this avails nothing ; for I can point 
you to efiects which are infinitely greater and 
more wonderful, but which you will acknowledge 
were wholly produced by man. It is of no avail, 
therefore, to tell about the conviction and conver- 
sion of people ; the clearness with which they saw 
the truth of your doctrines and the falsity of lib- 
eral sentiments, for the same things are witnessed 
among the jerkers, laughers, rollers, jumpers, and 
dancers; neither is it of any avail to say Mr. 
Knapp's converts can tell the moment when they 
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were changed and the Holy Spirit was poured up- 
on them, for the worst fanatics can tell the same* 
Are you not, gentlemen, highly inconsistent in 
saying Mr. Knapp's revival was the work of God -— 
for only he could produce such effects — when 
you ascribe effects far greater to men ? 

There is another fact to which I must call your 
attention. The effects which you say are produced 
by human means are of the same class with those 
which you attribute to the Spirit of God. There 
is not a scientific medical man in the world but 
what will assent to this. Sometimes an excite- 
ment of the nervous system produces crying and 
sobbing; sometimes laughing and leaping, and 
sometimes an entire prostration of strength. In 
your revival, we saw only the former of these 
nervous manifestations. But they are all of the 
same class, and can be traced to one cause. The- ..% 
same rule will apply to the operations of the mind. 
When greatly excited, and under the dominion of 
the nervous system, it can see visions, behold the 
regions of the lost, visit heaven and hell, feel its 
sins instantly taken away, and tell the moment 
when it was supernaturally changed. These op- 
erations and impressions all belong to the same 
class, and it is impossible to divide them. If it be 
not, tell me where to draw the line, and how you 
can decide where it should be drawn. As I wish 
for something authentic, why would it not be well 
to have a convention of revivalists, and let the mat- 
ter be made plain. Do not be discouraged by the 
New Lebanon convention, held eight or ten years 
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ago for a similar purpose, whose session was spent 
in debates that would disgrace a club of atheists ; 
but come together, exchange views freely, tell tbe 
world what is human and what divine in religious 
stirs, — and I will concur in whatever shall be 
unanirmmsly adopted. I certainly have a right to 
demand that you shall be perfectly unanimous ; 
£Dr Holy Ghost preachers^ preachers whose con- 
verts are specially taught by God^s Spirit that 
Vnitarianism and Universalism are false, ought 
to agree on matters of this kind. 

I will ask, gentlemen, one trifling favor. It is 
this, — -that the work of denouncing and dooming 
liberal Christians to hell may be suspended, till 
you shall have given such a decision, and told the 
world distinctly what is human and what divine 
in revivals. You cannot call this request unrea- 
sonable ; for, while revivalists are denouncing each 
Other as fanatics, and attributing each other's revi- 
vals to human measures, we ought not to be con- 
demned for calling them all the fruits of fa- 
naticism. 

As some revivalists may take a broader ground 
than you are disposed to do, and call every thing 
which bear^ the name of a revival the work of 
God, it may be well to explain more distinctly than 
I have done, how the imagination and nervous sys- 
tem can produce effects so astonishing as are wit- 
nessed in most revivals. For the benefit of such I 
will offer a few reflections oti the philosophy of 
revival conversions. 

All will allow that a high intellectual or ner- 
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vous excitement, like that produced in a revival 
meeting, cannot be continued for any great length 
of time. A reaction will shortly take place ; and 
when it occurs, one of the following results will be 
witnessed. First, those laboring under the excite- 
ment obtain a hope ; or, second, they settle down 
into a state of deep gloom or despair ; or, third, 
they return again to their former habits and views. 
When a hope is obtained, the convert often feels 
for a few days great joy. Occasionally this joy 
lasts for weeks. The joy comes in the most natu- 
ral manner imaginable. While under concern, the 
sinner feels as though he is in danger every mo- 
ment of dropping into hell, and he is terrified al- 
most to distraction. He is told that if he will pray 
and agonize, and promise to be faithful, God will 
pour out his Spirit, and place his feet upon the rock 
of safety. When the excitement begins to abate, 
the load upon his heart lightens, and he begins to 
find ease. This, his excited imagination pro- 
nounces the commencement of the great change 
which he has been seeking, and he regards the com- 
forting emotions felt as the work of God. Pres- 
ently his fears wholly subside, God's wrath is 
turned away, heaven is open before him, and he 
hopes. When the nervous system is greatly exci- 
ted, sinners actually fancy that they can see hell, 
and the devil, and God, and Christ. Thousands have 
declared that they saw all these, and I am not pre- 
pared to pronounce them liars. Now, to escape from 
such impending dangers, and feel that you are made 
an heir of heaven, must produce sensations of ex- 



R. H. HKALSi AND R. W. CUSHMAN. 13T 

quisite joy. We wonder not that converts feel a 
thrill of rapture. 

This rapture, however, is of short duration ; and, 
when it begins to subside, many imagine that they 
have grieved away the Holy Spirit, and they be- 
come either very gloomy or raving maniacs. Oth- 
ers, when the rapture is over, begin to reflect upon 
what they have passed through, and to examine 
the real state of their hearts ; and, finding nothing to 
justify the extravagant notions entertained about 
a change of nature, they conclude that the whole 
is priestcraft, and they return to the world. This 
is the fate of a great majority of revival converts. 
Out of three hundred converted by Burchard in 
Woodstock, Vt., only about eight remained firm 
over three years ! Out of thirty young men con- 
verted in a revival at the Warren Academy, not 
over two continued in the faith. Mr. Knapp's con- 
verts are but little, if any, better. Hundreds of 
those he has converted in other places, are now 
among the greatest enemies of religion. 

But all under concern do not always escape from 
their fright by obtaining a hope. After having 
been in a state of great terror for two or three weeks, 
and wept, and groaned, and prayed for this long pe- 
riod, they begin to imagine, because the expected 
relief is not found, that they are reprobates, or that 
they have sinned away the day of grace, and they 
sink into a state of melancholy or despair. Being 
differently constituted from others, imagination can- 
not do so much for them as for those we have de- 
scribed, and therefore the abatement of the excite- 
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ment felt is not construed into the dawning of 
light. The consequence is fatal. They are, for a 
long time, either the victims of a deep melancholy 
or raving despair ! 

The third class, when their terror begins to sub- 
side, begin to reason, and to see the deception that 
has been practised upon them ] and, in a short time, 
they ridicule, in the boldest manner, not only the 
excitement, but the men by w];kom it has been 
created. 

Such, gentlemen, is the philosophy of revival 
conversions, and such are the reasons why all do 
not obtain a hope, and why so few who go to tha 
anxious bench adhere to the faith. 

I am, ^c. 
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LETTER XII. 

Contents. — Impossible to promote true Religion by Deception 
— duackery — Deception brings the Ministry into contempt — 
Dr. Sharp's Sermon at the Ordination of Mr. Cushman — The 
course of Dr. Sharp and Mr. Hague — Evils of Morbid Excite- 
ments — Divisions in Families — Revival Converts like the 
bigoted and exclusive Pharisees — Insanity — Arrogance of Re- 
vivalists — Conclusion. 

Rev. Gentlemen, — It is extremely painful to 
contemplate the eflFects of modem revivals ; but 
I should be false to the cause of Christ, did I not 
fully describe them. You are aware that they 
are in many respects bad ; but you think the good 
done overbalances the evil. This, however, is a 
strange conclusion ; for how can a religion of love, 
honesty, justice, and candor, be promoted by trick- 
ery, abuse, misrepresentation, and evil fabrications ? 
That all these were employed by Elder Knapp, 
you will not deny ; and will you pretend that good 
can result from such means ? If it can, why may 
not deception be used to advance any good object ? 
Why may it not be used in the cause of temper- 
ance ? Why condemn its use among politicians? 
Why may it not be employed in the management 
of children ? And why may not God himself 
employ it in the accomplishment of his purposes ? 
It will be of no avail to say wicked men have been 
reclaimed. Astonishing cures are occasionally ef- 
fected by quacks; but do those cures justify 
quackery and its gross impositions, and com- 
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pensate for the hundreds which it annually sacri- 
fices ? That we may form a just estimate of the 
effects produced by revivals, let us consider, — 

1. Their tendency to destroy confidence in the 
ministry. The success of the gospel depends in a 
great degree upon the character of those engaged 
in its defence. If they are fair, candid, and honest 
men, the gospel will be respected ; but if trickish, 
dishonest, and abusive, it will be brought into con- 
tempt. This topic was very ably and fully dis- 
cused by Dr. Sharp, in the excellent sermon he de- 
livered at the ordination of one of you, on the text, 
— Let no man despise thee. He drew a faithful 
picture of the religious buffoon and mountebank, 
and condemned in unqualified terms the use of 
every species of deception and dishonesty; and 
showed that they would certainly make the min- 
ister and his religion despised. A sad illustration 
have we of this in the efiects produced by your 
stir. Hundreds have been led by it to despise and 
ridicule all clergymen ; and, had it not been for the 
judicious opposition of liberal Christians, and the 
course pursued by your brothers Sharp and Hague, 
and the principal Orthodox clergymen of the city, 
thousands of our best people would now hold the 
ministry in utter contempt, and denounce all 
preachers as spiritual jugglers and knaves. 

2. Revivals render ineffectual the ordinary 
means of grace. Those employed in getting them 
up distinctly teach that the time to obtain religion 
is when God is passing by, and that those not con- 
verted then will all be damned. This was the 
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daily talk during your revival. Thus the ordina- 
ry means of forming the Christian character were 
set aside, and a fanatical excitement pronounced 
essential to the conversion of a sinner. A crazy 
zeal was the order of the day, and all who would 
not ride upon the storm that had been raised, were 
assailed as enemies of God. Not a calm, dispas- 
sionate person could be found among all the act* 
ots ; every one was wild with excitement. Now 
that such an excitement is a curse to religion, is 
iinquestionable. It does not increase religious 
knowledge or honesty ; it does not wake up the 
better feelings of the heart. Its whole influence 
is bad. It inflames the passions, blinds the reason, 
makes bitter partisans, and poisons the heart. It 
renders those who style themselves the Christians 
among the most unreasonable, headstrong, and in- 
consistent persons of the world ; and causes the 
sober and reflecting part of community to turn 
from them with disgust, and to say, emphatically, 
if religion produces such excitements and renders 
people thus fanatical, it is a curse ; and the sooner 
it is driven from the earth the better. And why 
is not their conclusion just ? Can that be a bless- 
ing which produces disorder and confusion in soci- 
ety ; which interrupts, for weeks in succession, the 
regular business of life ; which deranges the im- 
agination, and excites to the highest degree the 
whole nervous system ; which takes men and 
women from their duties, and makes them follow, 
night and day, an itinerant ranter ; which makes 
them surrender reason, and yield wholly to the 
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goidance of passion ? No, gentlemen, it is a curse, 
a grievous curse. 

3. Revivals destroy the union and happiness of 
families ; they set the wife against the husband, 
and the daughter against the mother. You will 
no doubt exultingly say the preaching of Jesus did 
this. I grant that it did ; but it was in a very dif- 
ferent sense from what your preaching does it. 
This result is the direct effect of revivals, but it 
was the indirect effect of Christ's labors. The 
truth is, revival converts have the very spirit of the 
bigoted, exclusive, and self-righteous Pharisees j 
and, like them, refuse to others the privilege of 
judging for themselves. And here is the reason of 
the family divisions and contentions which you 
produce. Your converts will give no peace to 
those who differ from them ; they are sour in their 
temper, and assail with pharisaical self-righteous- 
ness and bitterness all of a different creed. Thus 
your converts are the aggressors and persecutors, 
just as were the enemies of the primitive Chris- 
tians. It is therefore one of the greatest calami- 
ties that can fall upon a family, to have one of its 
members infatuated by a revivalist. The peace of 
that family is destroyed ; and, unless all the mem- 
bers will yield their rights and opinions to the in- 
fatuated one, they must expect to be constantly 
assailed and reproached. Revival religion has a 
peculiar power to poison the soul, freeze up the 
fountain of social feeling, and render those once 
amiable, kind, obliging, gentle, and candid, sour, 
^orose, unsocial, uncandid, and illiberal. This, 
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then, is the way revivals destroy the peace of fam- 
ilies. 

4 Revivals produce insanity. lam aware, gen- 
tlemen, that this is a subject on which you feel 
particularly sensitive. The large number of per- 
sons carried to the asylums for the insane, since 
your operations commenced, no doubt is a source 
of constant uneasiness. Probably you have a thou- 
sand times asked the question, — Can it be that 
true religion produces such results ? And, if it does, 
why were none made insane by the preaching of 
Jesus and the apostles ? But I am amazed that 
these questions have not made you pause* Why, 
think a moment. Christianity making people in- 
sane ! Visit any place where there has been a 
revival, and you will hear of several whose reason 
has been entirely dethroned ! About eight y^ars 
ago, a pamphlet was published, containing an ac- 
count of one hundred who had been maddened in 
this manner ! It would be easy, now, to collect a 
thousand ! Look at the reports sent out from the 
asylums for the insane, and you will find that some- 
thing like one sixth are made crazy by gloomy 
views of religion and terrific preaching ! White- 
field drove fifteen people mad by one sermon ? It 
will not do to say it is the want of religion, not re- 
ligion, that makes people crazy, for often the very 
best Christians are thus ruined. Neither will it do 
to say the conversion ofj^ many compensates for the 
maddening of a few; for Jesus and the apostles 
maddened none. Insanity, despair, suicide ! these, 
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gentlemen, are never produced by preaching the 
truth ! 

5. Revivals make people blasphemously arrogant. 
Take one instance in illustration of this. On- one 
occasion, your leader declared that he could con- 
vert any Universalist of this city, and dared the 
stoutest one to come forward for prayers, saying, if 
he was not converted, God would strike him dead 
in an instant ! This was horrid, and the man 
guilty of it, should have been treated as a bold 
blasphemer, and silenced as a preacher. It was a 
miserable trick to fill the people with terror, and 
make them look up to him as a great wonder- 
worker. The power of the fanatic was put to the 
test, and his folly and arrogance exposed to the 
congregation. A Universalist went forward, but 
he was neither converted nor struck dead. 

Such, gentlemen, are some of the evils of mod- 
ern revivals, and, in view of these evils, can you 
say there is a preponderance of good in the effects 
which revivals produce ? If they are the work of 
God, would there be any of these evils attending 
them ? 

But I must close. I have spoken to you freely 
and fully against modern revivals, and presented 
the reasons why I am so decidedly opposed to 
them. I have endeavored to write in the spirit of 
candor and love,. and feel assured that, though you 
may deny my conclusions, you will acknowledge 
that I am actuated by a desire to do good. 

I am, &^c. 
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